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Date Opponent Kick (CT) City Venue
Sept. 1  South Carolina * 7 p.m. Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
Sept. 10 MTSU 3 p.m. Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
Sept. 17 @ Georgia Tech 11:30 a.m. Atlanta, Ga. Dodd Stadium
Sept. 24 @ Western Ky. 3:30 p.m.  Bowling Green, Ky. Houchens Industries-Smith Stadium
Oct. 1 Florida * TBA  Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
Oct. 8 @ Kentucky * TBA  Lexington, Ky. Commonweath Stadium
Oct. 15 @ Georgia * TBA  Athens, Ga. Sanford Stadium
Oct. 22 Tenn. State TBA  Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
Nov. 5 @ Auburn * TBA  Auburn, Ala. Jordan-Hare Stadium
Nov. 12 @ Missouri * TBA  Columbia, Mo. Faurot Field
Nov. 19 Ole Miss * TBA  Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
Nov. 26 Tennessee * TBA Nashville Vanderbilt Stadium
  * denotes Southeastern Conference opponent 

2016 VANDeRbilt SCHeDule

tAble Of CONteNtS

COACHING STAFF
Derek Mason ...............Head Coach/Def. Coordinator
C.J. Ah You .................................................Defensive Line
Gerry Gdowski .................Recruiting Coordinator/QBs
Jeff Genyk .................Special Teams Coordinator/RBs
Cortez Hankton ...................................... Wide Receivers
Osia Lewis .............. Senior Defensive Assistant/OLBs
Andy Ludwig........................Offensive Coordinator/TEs
Chris Marve .......................................Inside Linebackers
Marc Mattioli ...............................Defensive Secondary
Cameron Norcross ...................................Offensive Line
Kevin Abrams ...Graduate Assistant (Specialists/Off.)
Tate Benton ........................Graduate Assistant (Def.)
Javon Marshall .................Graduate Assistant (Def.)
Quinshon Odom ..................Graduate Assistant (Off.) 
James Dobson ..........................Head Strength Coach
Tyler Clarke .................... Assistant Director, Strength
Aaron Hill ....................................... Assistant, Strength
Matt Manninger ........................... Assistant, Strength
Ben Schumacher ......................... Assistant, Strength
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Last Bowl .....................................2014 BBVA Compass
Last Bowl (W/L) ................................ Houston (W, 41-24)

GENERAL INFORMATION
Location .......................................................Nashville, Tenn.
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Undergraduate Enrollment .........................................6,883
Nickname .......................................................Commodores
Colors ............................................................Black and Gold
Conference .....................................................Southeastern
Stadium .................................Vanderbilt Stadium (40,350)
Surface ..................................Synthetic (Shaw Sportexe)
All-Time Record ...................................... 588-600-50 (.497)
Nicholas S. Zeppos .......................University Chancellor
David Williams II ...................................Athletics Director
Jason Grooms .........Asst. AD/Director of FB Operations
Matt Britain ....................Asst. Director of FB Operations
Austen Everson ................Director of Player Personnel
Eric Lammers ..................................Director of Recruiting
Rayna Stewart  ...........Director of Player Development
Tom Bossung ................Asst. AD/Head Athletic Trainer
Ryan Blakney .................................... Quality Control (Off.)
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COMMUNICATIONS
Contact...............Larry Leathers 615-480-8226 (cell)
 ....................................larry.leathers@vanderbilt.edu
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RUSHING G Att. Net. Avg. TD Long Avg./G
Ralph Webb 12 277 1152 4.2 5 74 96.0
Darrius Sims 12 43 250 5.8 1 41 20.8

PASSING G Effic. Comp.-Att.-INT Pct. Yards TD LG Avg./G
Kyle Shurmur 5 93.93 44-103-3 42.7 503 5 37 100.6

RECEIVING G Rec. Yards Avg. TD Long Avg./G
Trent Sherfield 12 51 659 12.9 3 44 54.9
Caleb Scott 12 24 339 14.1 2 37 28.2

DEFENSE G UA-A-TT TFL/Yds. Sacks INT PBU FF/FR QH
Zach Cunningham, LB 12 69-34-103 16.5-56 4.5-32 0-0 3 4/4 0
Oren Burks, LB/SAF 12 35-24-59 2.0-5 0.0-0 3-31 6 1/1  0
Torren McGaster, CB 12 41-10-51 4.5-8 0.0-0 0-0 13 0/1 0
Tre Herndon, CB 12 35-12-47 1.0-6 0.0-0 0-0 4 0/0 0

 tOp StAtiStiCAl RetuRNeeS

RetuRNiNg pOSitiON StARteRS Vanderbilt Athletic Communications
was honored in 2012 with the 
"Super 11" Award by the Football 
Writers Association of America.OFFENSE: 8

NAME, POSITION 2015 NOTES             
Kyle Shurmur, QB Guided 'Dores to SEC wins over Mizzou & Kentucky in five starts.
Ralph Webb, RB Set team sophomore record with 1,152 rushing yards, also had 7 TDs.
Darrius Sims, WR/RB Registered 110 receiving yards and 250 rushing yards in dual role.
Trent Sherfield, WR Topped team with 51 catches, 659 yards, three TDs as 1st-year starter.
Caleb Scott, WR Set career highs with 24 catches, 339 yards, two TDs in nine starts.  
Barrett Gouger, OG Gouger notched 10 starts at right guard in third season on line.
Bailey Granier, OT First-year contributor made three late-season starts at right tackle. 
Will Holden, OT Holden started every game after moving from right to left tackle.

DEFENSE: 7
NAME, POSITION 2015 NOTES              
Adam Butler, DL Finished with three QB sacks, seven tackles for loss in eight starts. 
Nifae Lealao, DL Posted 18 stops starting last four games, split reps with Jay Woods.
Zach Cunningham, ILB 1st Team All-SEC; Topped team in tackles, tackles for loss, QB sacks.
Torren McGaster, CB Finished with 41 solo stops, 13 passes defended as 12-game starter. 
Tre Herndon, CB Had 47 total tackles, four passes defended as first-year starting CB.
Oren Burks, SAF Led team with three INTs; added 59 total tackles as 12-game starter.
Arnold Tarpley, SAF/NB Contributed 36 tackles in seven starts at safety and nickel back.

The 2016 Vanderbilt Fact Book was produced by the 
Athletic Communications Office. 

ON THE COVERS:  The fact book covers are the work of 
Vanderbilt graphic designer Shaun Senn. Commodore 
student-athletes featured are:
   Front Cover – Zach Cunningham, Andrew Jelks, Nifae 
Lealao, Kyle Shurmur and Ralph Webb.
   Inside Front Cover – Oren Burks, Adam Butler, C.J. Duncan, 
Will Holden and Torren McGaster.
   Inside Back Cover – Torey Agee, Nigel Bowden, Trent 
Sherfield, Darrius Sims and Arnold Tarpley. 
   Back Cover –  Nathan Marcus, Tommy Openshaw, Caleb 
Scott, Ryan White and Jay Woods  

PHOTOS:  Many images in this publication are the 
work of Vanderbilt shooters John Russell, Joe 
Howell, Daniel Dubois, Steve Green and Anne 
Rayner. We are grateful for other images provided 
by the Associated Press, Getty Images, Lee Adams, 
Doug DeVoe, Chad Driver, Phillip Faulkner, Bosley 
Jarrett, Chris Justice, Stan Jones, Chris Justice, Don 
Kelly, Ron Modra, Warren Moore, Warne Riker, Ed 
Rode, Mike Strasinger.  
PRINTING: Pollock Printing, Nashville

GRATITUDE:  The staff wants to offer a special thank 
you to author H. Jackson Brown, Jr., who gave 
permission for the team to use the "The Commodore 
Creed" adaptation from his "The Champion’s Creed." 

SPECIAL THANKS: The SEC, NCAA, CBS Sports, 
ESPN, SEC Network, College Football Hall of Fame, 
Associated Press, Country Music Association, Getty 
Images, Nashville Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
the Tennessean, Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame, 
Chicago Bears/Bill Smith, Cleveland Browns, Green 
Bay Packers/Jim Biever, Houston Texans, Los 
Angeles Rams, Philadelphia Eagles and Tennessee 
Titans/Donn Jones.

 fACt bOOK CReDitS

StAt leADeRS/CReDitS
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All-SeC pROSpeCtS

H Established freshman and sophomore team 
records for single-season rushing yards. 

H Doak Walker Award nominee rushed for 1,152 
yards in 2015, 2nd most in Commodore history.

H With 2,059 career rushing yards, ranks 4th 
highest among SEC active RBs.

H Unanimous First Team All-SEC Linebacker in 2015; 
Named to 2016 Bednarik, Nagurski, Butkus watch lists.

H Ranked among SEC leaders with 16.5 tackles for loss, 
103 total stops, and four forced fumbles.

H Averaged 10.5 tackles vs. SEC competition, 
 registering 11.5 tackles for loss in league play.
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All-SeC pROSpeCtS

H Versatile defender moving to hybrid position in 2016 
also named to Wuerffel Trophy, Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team watch lists.

H Topped 'Dores last year with three interceptions. 

H In 2015, was 3rd among Commodores with 59 tackles. 
Ranked 2nd on squad with six passes defended.

H The two-year starting senior is one of the 
 SEC's top  shutdown cornerbacks.

H In 2015, McGaster ranked 4th in the SEC with 
13 passes defended.

H Named preseason All-Southeastern Conference 
by Athlon Sports.
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All-SeC pROSpeCtS

H Holden has started 23 consecutive games on the 
Vanderbilt offensive front.

H After playing right tackle in 2014, Holden earned 
12 starts in 2015 at left tackle.

H Played virtually every meaningful snap as a 
junior, posting 33 pancake blocks.

H Openshaw made 12 of 19 field goals as a 
 sophomore, including converting 7 of 10 from
 40-49 yards. He posted FG conversions from 

47 and 49 yards.

H After serving as punter-kicker last year, 
Openshaw looks to concentrate solely as a 
placekicker in 2016.
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All-SeC pROSpeCtS

H Jelks is back for his final year after missing the 
entire 2015 campaign due to preseason injury.

H A Freshman All-America in 2013, Jelks has 22 
career starts. In 2014, he started at left tackle. 

H Named preseason All-Southeastern Conference 
by Athlon Sports.

H Sherfield's 51 receptions was the third highest 
total ever by a Vanderbilt sophomore. 

H Ranked T-10th in the SEC with catches and 17th 
in the conference in receiving yards. 

H Set new team single-season record with 240 
receiving yards against Austin Peay. 
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CAmpuS leADeRSHip
Two-year starter Oren Burks is a leader on campus. 
Incoming president of the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee, Burks organized events 
for the new campus organization Revitalizing & 
Empowering Vanderbilt's African-American Male 
Population (REVAMP) last year.

Mason's PrograM Message: 
DeveloPIng vanDerbIlt Men
      Since arriving on West End, Derek Mason has talked about his desire to develop a 
program of "Vanderbilt Men" – student-athletes who have ample experiences to succeed 
on the field, in the classroom, and well after their football careers have concluded. 
      Mason's emphasis on developing the total student-athlete has shown early success 
in the classroom. The Commodores are among national and SEC leaders academically. A 
novel component of the campus academic philosophy also offers select members of the 
student-athlete population opportunities to study abroad.
      An innovative summer internship started by Mason and his staff two years ago 
continues to give student-athletes valuable work experience during summer months. 
This year, 41 active Commodores participated with businesses, governmental entities 
and non-profit organizations in the Nashville area. 
      Vanderbilt student-athletes also are encouraged to contribute to a number of service 
efforts intent on improving the Nashville community.  

eARNiNg tHe DiplOmA 
Fifteen members of the Vanderbilt football team earned diplomas during commencement ceremonies in May. 
Head Coach Derek Mason poses with eight of the former Commodores prior.

fROm gRiDiRON tO meD SCHOOl 
Former Commodores (l-r) Steve Monk, Patton Robinette and Alex 
Hysong enrolled at Vanderbilt's School of Medicine last fall. Another 
former player, John Stokes, just finished med school coursework.

upliftiNg OtHeRS 
Players such as Shawn Stankavage (left) and Caleb Scott frequently visit 
ailing youngsters at Vanderbilt's Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital. 

mOlDiNg VANDeRbilt meN
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glObAl StuDy OppORtuNitieS 
Commodore student-athletes can pursue their academic interests globally. In 
the last five years, Vanderbilt Athletics has initiated the program that allows 
select student-athletes to study abroad during the spring Maymester. This May, 
defensive lineman Jonathan Wynn (top) and safety Emmanuel Smith (left) 
participated - Wynn studying the origins of modernism art in Vienna, 
Switzerland and Smith studying ecology and conservation biology in rural Brazil. 
Another current Commodore, placekicker Hayden Lekacz, spent the winter 
semester doing coursework in New Zealand. 
Other players have participated in the program. In 2015, running back Ralph 
Webb and a teammate studied rainforest and ocean ecosystems along Australia's 
Gold Coast and Great Barrier Reef. In 2014, quarterback Patton Robinette 
traveled to England and France to study medical systems in both countries.   

iNteReStS AwAy Of fOOtbAll
Tight end Sam Dobbs (standing) and linebacker Zach Cunningham (seated) are among a 
group of Commodore players that get together informally to play music. 

eNjOyiNg KiDS
Players make several appearances around the 
city. Taurean Ferguson and Ladarius Wiley greet 
a young fan at Nashville Shores.

AimiNg fOR SuCCeSS

meANiNgful 
iNteRNSHipS
Forty-one players completed 
internships this summer, 
including defensive lineman 
Torey Agee (right). For the 
second straight summer, Agee 
assisted children at The Next 
Door's Freedom Recovery 
Community. The Nashville 
facility provides permanent 
housing and services for 
women and their children. 
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      Fifteen former Vanderbilt standouts are 
currently signed with National Football 
League teams looking to continue or start 
professional careers.
      The list includes nine offensive players, 
five defensive standouts and a specialist. 
      Three NFL franchises – the New York 
Giants, Philadelphia Eagles and and San 
Diego Chargers – have multiple former 
Commodores on their rosters.
      In the offseason, former Green Bay 
defensive back Casey Hayward was one of 
the NFL's top free agents, eventually signing 
a long-term deal with the San Diego.    
      Outside linebacker Stephen Weatherly 
was selected by Minnesota in the 2016 Draft. 
Five more 2015 seniors are in NFL camps: OL 
Jake Bernstein, Arizona; LB Darreon Herring, 
Los Angeles; OL Spencer Pulley, San Diego; 
TE Steven Scheu, New England; and safety Andrew Williamson, Indianapolis. 

• Jake Bernstein, OL, Arizona 
• Jay Cutler, QB, Chicago
• Andrew East, SN, Oakland
• Andre Hal, DB, Texas
• Casey Hayward, DB, San Diego
• Darreon Herring, LB, Los Angeles
• Wesley Johnson, OL, N.Y. Jets
• Jonathan Krause, WR, Philadelphia
• Jordan Matthews, WR, Philadelphia
• Spencer Pulley, OL, San Diego
• Steven Scheu, TE, New England
• Ryan Seymour, OL, N.Y. Giants
• Zac Stacy, RB, N.Y. Jets
• Stephen Weatherly, LB/DE, Minnesota
• Andrew Williamson, DB, Indianapolis

FIFteen CoMMoDores
on nFl Preseason rosters

'DOReS iN tHe Nfl

CutleR eNteRS eigHtH yeAR AS beARS' StARtiNg Qb
Entering his 11th NFL season, the former first-round draft pick is a captain in Chicago where he looks to get the Bears back to the NFC playoffs. Cutler threw for 21 touchdowns 
and 3,659 yards in 2015. Cutler surpassed two significant career milestones in the last year - 200 touchdown passes and 30,000 passing yards.

StACy iN New yORK 
After missing much of the 2015 season with a leg injury, 
Vanderbilt's all-time leading rusher looks to compete for a 
substantial role in the Jets' backfield this year. 

COmmODOReS iN tHe Nfl
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jORDAN mAttHewS eNteRS tHiRD yeAR witH eAgleS
Matthews is well on his way to becoming the most prolific former Commodore receiver in the NFL. In two years, Matthews has 152 catches for 1,869 yards and 16 touchdowns. In 
2015, he narrowly missed surpassing 1,000 receiving yards for the first time as a pro.

HAywARD iNKS fRee AgeNt DeAl 
After registering 65 solo tackles in 2015, Casey Hayward became one of the 
NFL's most coveted defensive backs in free agency. He eventually signed a 
three-year deal with San Diego.

HAl StARtiNg AS SAfety iN HOuStON
In 2015, Andre Hal moved to safety and quickly became a starter in the Houston 
secondary. He set career highs with 44 tackles and four interceptions, including one 
returned for the score. 

COmmODOReS iN tHe Nfl
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KRAuSe iN pHilly
Third-year receiver Jonathan Krause joined former 'Dore Jordan Matthews in the 
Eagles' wide receiver corps last year after being with the Patriots in 2014.  

jOHNSON witH tHe jetS
Wesley Johnson earned his first career NFL starts last year, and returns as 
a versatile center-guard in New York.  

Agility teStS
Steven Scheu's ability in the three-cone drill impressed 
scouts from the New England Patriots. 

Pro Day aCtIvIty, Postseason gaMes
HelP Players attraCt rookIe Deals

40-yARD DASH
Andrew Williamson's 4.5 clocking in the 40-yard 
dash caught the eye of Indianapolis personnel. 

      Six Commodore seniors from a year ago used impressive 
workouts at the annual Pro Day activity on campus and post-
season All-Star games to secure rookie free agent tryouts 
with NFL teams. 
      Five of the six – linebacker Darreon Herring, offensive 
linemen Jake Bernstein and Spencer Pulley, tight end 
Steven Scheu and safety Andrew Williamson – remain in 
camps this summer competing for roster spots.  
      In early March, they were among eight Commodore 
seniors who impressed during an array of agility, speed and 
strength tests at Pro Day. Scouts representing 28 NFL teams 
attended the event.
      Scheu and Williamson also were invited to the East-West 
Shrine Game while Pulley participated at the inaugural 
Tropic Bowl.

COmmODOReS iN tHe Nfl

pOSitiON DRillS
Spencer Pulley, left, and Jake Bernstein perform offensive line 
position drills during Pro Day activities.

VeRtiCAl jump
Caleb Azubike strains to record 
maximum vertical leap.  
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traInIng Center enHanCes atHletes' Care

iNDOOR fACility
Weather has not hindered the Commodores from practicing since the 
$31 million indoor facility and multipurpose center opened in 2013. 

     Vanderbilt Athletics staff and 
student-athletes moved into the 
modern athletic training center in 
February. 
     The $6.5 million venue, located 
in McGugin Athletics Center, 
provides state-of-the-art facilities 
and equipment to aid rehabilitation
and treatment of Vanderbilt 
student-athletes. 
      This March, the athletic 
department also approved the 
installation of new Shaw Sportexe 
synthetic turf on the team's main 
practice venue at the John Rich 
Facility. 

rICH PraCtICe FaCIlIty syntHetIC tUrF (2016)
In March, Shaw Turf crews replaced the Sportexe
synthetic surface on team's primary outdoor 
practice field, located directly behind McGugin 
Athletics Center.

atHletIC traInIng FaCIlIty (open Feb. 2016)
The 9,200-square foot renovation/expansion project 
includes hydrotherapy pools, examination & treat-
ment rooms, a student-athlete welcome lobby, 
doctor's offices and spacious taping stations.

InDoor PraCtICe FaCIlIty (2013)
The facility features an artificial turf football field, 
300-meter track, and in-house video system.

pROgRAm upgRADeS

fACility impROVemeNtS

New SHAw SpORtexe SuRfACe ON pRimARy pRACtiCe fielD
In March, Shaw Turf crews installed a Sportexe synthetic surface on the team's outdoor practice fields at the John Rich Facility. 

StAte-Of-tHe-ARt AtHletiC tRAiNiNg CeNteR NOw OpeN 
Vanderbilt players have one of the nation's top athletic training facilities for injury evaluation, rehabilitation and treatment. The center opened this February, and 
features three hydrotherapy pools, examination and treatment rooms, doctor and trainer offices, large taping lobby, and a variety of modern equipment to heal injuries. 
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vanDerbIlt atHletICs:

     Vanderbilt student-athletes 
enjoy an abundance of success, 
on and off fields of competition. 
     While the Commodore 
football team improved vastly in 
2015 and looks for a postseason 
appearance this year,  members 
of the squad helped Vanderbilt 
capture the prestigious AFCA 
Academic Achievement Trophy 
for the fourth time. Thirty-eight 
members of the team also 
earned SEC Academic Honor 
Roll recognition. 
      Vanderbilt teams and 
student-athletes experienced
plenty of competitive successes.
For the first time, the women's 
cross country squad captured 
back-to-back NCAA regional titles. Vanderbilt's defending national champion women's tennis team 
reached the NCAA Final Four, while the men's golf team advanced to the eight-team NCAA Match 
Play finals for the second time in school history.  
      Individually, eight Commodore student-athletes earned first-team All-America honors, topped 
by NCAA outdoor triple jump runnerup Simone Charley, cross country runner Caroline Pietryzk and 
golfer Matthias Schwab. Three former 'Dores were first-round draftees in their respective sports.

Women's Tennis 
 • NCAA Final Four

Men's Golf
 • Reached Final Eight at NCAAs

Women's Cross Country 
 • Made 4th appearance at
   NCAA Championship 
   • Captured NCAA South Regional

Baseball 
 • Reached NCAA Regionals

Women's Bowling 
 • Finished 7th at NCAAs 

Men's Tennis 
 • Advanced to NCAA tourney

Women's Golf
 • Advanced to NCAA Regionals

Men's Basketball 
 • Advanced to NCAA Tournament

Women's Track & Field
 • Finished Top 30 at NCAA indoor 
   and outdoor championships. 

'15-16 COmmODORe
teAm SuCCeSS

First-Team All-America recipients

GPA of VU student-athlete population
(2015-16 academic year)  

Student-athletes earning Dean's List

SEC Academic Honor Roll recipients

iNDiViDuAl ReCOgNitiON

8

CoMPetIng at tHe HIgH levels

NbA 1St ROuND DRAft piCKS
Vanderbilt guard Wade Baldwin IV, left, and center Damian Jones were selected in 
the first round of the 2016 NBA Draft. It was only the second time in Vanderbilt 
basketball history to have multiple first-round picks. 

COmpetitiVe SuCCeSS

3.11
117

204
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      Located in the popular Midtown district of Nashville, 
Vanderbilt is regarded among the nation's top universities. 
The private research university enrolled 6,883 undergraduate 
and 5,722 postgraduate students last year. Those students 
came from virtually every state and around the globe.
      The university was founded 143 years ago when magnate
Cornelius "Commodore" Vanderbilt provided an initial 
endowment. 
      Vanderbilt is considered among the finest universities in 
America. It also holds charter membership in the Southeastern
Conference. It is the only private insitution in the league.
      Vanderbilt students are pleased with their college 
choice. In fact, the Commodore student body is the 
nation's happiest, according to Princeton Review's "2015 
Best 379 Colleges" survey. 
      The campus is just southwest of downtown Nashville on 
330 pristine acres that are 
designated as a national 
arboretum. Two areas of campus 
closed to vehicles – the Peabody 
campus and the collection of 
academic buildings surrounding 
Kirkland Hall that form the original 
campus – are frequently named 
among the South's most beautiful 
college environments.
      Most students live on the 
campus. More than 30 
residential halls dot the campus, 
including two of the nation's 
most unique residential 
communities: The Martha Rivers 
Ingram Commons at Peabody 
and the Warren and Moore 
college halls of Kissam on the 
main campus. 

vanDerbIlt blenDs aCaDeMICs, settIng, CIty

Undergrad ratio for 
student-to-faculty

Number of residence 
halls and apartments

Acceptance rate for 
undergrad admissions

Percentage of female
undergraduates

VANDeRbilt:
by tHe NumbeRS

Vanderbilt students 
that live on campus

Students that study 
abroad

Retention rate for 
freshmen students

Students graduating 
in four years

97%

8-1

11.6%

30

50.1%

86%

34%

88%

Among national 
universities 

Among universities 
in the Southeast

Best schools, 
Best value

#15
wHeRe we RANK

source: U.s. news & World report
best Colleges edition

#12

#2

VANDeRbilt uNiVeRSity
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      Vanderbilt's dynamic hometown of Nashville ranks 
among America's fastest-growing cities and visitor 
destinations. And virtually everybody's jumping on the 
Music City bandwagon.
      Vanderbilt students, faculty, staff and visitors cite 
Music City as one of the leading perks of the university, 
which is located in the vibrant Midtown district about 
two miles from an exciting and welcoming downtown.
       Nashville has become one of the nation's top urban 
attractions, exuding all of the charm and hospitality 
one expects from a grand Southern capital city with 
the amenities expected in the largest destinations. 
      The secret is out on Nashville and its surrounding 
population of nearly 1.8 million. Popular magazines 
rave about the city's diversity in attractions, accom-
modations and niche districts. With the new Music City 
Center, conventions are the newest to discover the 
city. Nashville is now a must-stop destination.
     Nashville enjoys a diverse and youthful population, 
unique neighborhoods and parks, and an abundance
of entertainment districts.

jeWel oF tHe soUtH 

      Nashville has become one of the South's top
cities for fans of major sports. From Vanderbilt 
to pro franchises, Nashville offers plenty for all 
sports fans.     
      For lovers of college sports, Vanderbilt is 
enjoying more athletic success than ever 
before while exposing Nashville residents to 
other SEC programs.  
      Enthusiasts of pro sports have two 
successful teams in the market: the NFL's 
Titans and the NHL's Predators.
      Bridgestone Arena, located downtown next 
to the Music City Center, will host future NCAA 
men's basketball tourney action in 2018 and 
seven SEC men's tournaments through 2025.

MUsIC CIty oFFers 
Plenty oF sPorts

Nfl/titANS
Second-year QB and 2014 Heisman Trophy winner 
Marcus Mariota has brought renewed excitement to the 
Tennessee Titans' NFL franchise in Nashville.

muSiC: pARt Of NASHVille'S SOul
Music is a fabric of Nashville's core and it's a chief reason many stars call 
the city home. The CMA Music Festival attracts main country headliners such 
as Dierks Bentley and Carrie Underwood. On campus, Vanderbilt students 
flock to Rites of Spring to see a wide range of acts, including rapper Future 
(right). Top entertainers, from Beyonce and the Stones to Mumford & Sons 
and Kanye West, are drawn to Bridgestone Arena, Ryman Auditorium and 
two new outdoor venues, Ascend Amphitheater and the Woods at Fontanel. 

NHl/pReDAtORS 
Franchised in 1998, the Predators now are serious 
Stanley Cup contenders. In 2015, they advanced to 
the second round of the NHL playoffs. 

Destination of the year
Travel + Leisure, 2015

top 10 best places to live Now
Men's Journal, 2015

#1 u.S. City to Spend a weekend
Thrillist (travel website), 2016

America's Next it City
The New York Times, 2013

#6 - most Attractive people
Travel + Leisure, 2015

Among friendliest Cities in u.S.
Condé Nast Traveler, 2015

NASHVille tiDbitS

OuR HOme: NASHVille
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a ConFerenCe 
seConD to none

Vanderbilt holds charter membership in the Southeastern 
Conference. In the last decade, Vanderbilt has shared in the league's 
unparalleled level of success. The league promises to capture even 
more of the nation's college football attention in 2016. 

• In the last decade, the SEC has accrued 64 bowl wins, more bowl wins than 
any other conference. The league also is 64-30 (.681) in bowls since 2006. 
During the span, Vanderbilt is 3-1 in postseason appearances.

• In 2015, SEC teams captured eight bowl victories, the highest single-season 
total ever by a conference. Three times previously, league teams captured 
seven bowls.

• Incredibly, SEC football teams won eight of the last 10 national championships, 
the last coming when Alabama took the College Football Playoff title last year. 
Five different league teams have won the national championship in the last 
decade. 

• SEC teams were 54-12 (.818) in non-league play last year. It marked the best 
non-league record of all conferences. 

• In the 2016 NFL Draft, 51 former SEC players were selected, the most by any 
conference for the 10th consecutive year. 

• Eight former SEC standouts were taken in the first round of the 2016 NFL Draft, 
also the most of any conference.

     Vanderbilt is part of the 
Southeastern Conference's 
unmatched television 
package that features the 
heralded SEC Network, a 
wide array of ESPN-affiliated 
outlets, and CBS Sports. 
     On Thursday, Sept. 1, 
the Commodores and South Carolina will kick off national coverage of the 
2016 season on ESPN. It marks the fourth consecutive year that Vanderbilt 
will be featured on the opening night of college football.
     The Commodores' second game against MTSU – and several more 
during the year – will air on SEC Network, which focuses its programming 
on all things SEC. The network has greatly enhanced the league's footprint 
across America when it was unveiled in 2014. The network features 

multiple SEC games each 
Saturday, along with a 
live "SEC Nation" game-
day morning show.
      The featured 'SEC 
on CBS' game each 
Saturday is one of the 
nation's most viewed 

college football games. In 2015, the network 
featured the Vanderbilt-Georgia game early in 
September from campus. 
      Every Vanderbilt game is available on 
television due to national contracts between 
the SEC, ESPN and the SEC Network, and CBS 
Sports.

 eSpN, CbS, SeC Network bring Commodores to national audiences

Legendary announcer Verne 
Lundquist enters his final year 
on the 'SEC on CBS' game of 
the week.

tHe SeC


