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      Doubters said it could not be done, but in two short years Vanderbilt 
Head Coach James Franklin has already taken the Commodores to heights 
not seen in decades, while completely changing the culture of the football 
program. Now, as Franklin enters his third season on campus, Vanderbilt's 
future appears brighter than ever before.  
     Armed with a tireless work ethic, contagious personality, strong leader-
ship and an invigorating passion for his team, Franklin has guided Vanderbilt 
to back-to-back bowl games for the first time in school history, signed the 
highest-rated recruiting class in school history three years in a row, 
energized the Commodore fan base, and mentored a squad of student-
athletes that collectively earned praise for their academic achievement. 
    The program's all-around success has turned heads of fans and media 
members across the country as people look to learn more about the mind 
behind the team's rise from the depths of the SEC. 
     In two years, Franklin has reshaped the image of Vanderbilt football by 
not only the team's success, but also through his energy and love for the 
program. He has created a fun, energetic and close-knit family atmosphere 
that players crave. 
     His passion for Vanderbilt is also on full display publicly through his 
relentless promotion of the program and random acts of kindness. 
Whether it is speaking to local organizations in Nashville, halting a press 
conference to hug a grateful bystander, helping Vanderbilt freshmen move 
into dorms, allowing an inspiring 11-year-old boy to lead the team onto the 
field for homecoming, passing out ice cream on campus or sitting in the 
home of a potential student-athlete, Franklin spreads goodwill and vision 
for the program to all that will listen. 

     To help spread his message, Franklin has provided unprecedented 
access to what takes place behind the scenes with his program. From 
pregame and postgame locker room speeches, to team meetings and trips 
inside the war room on signing day, Franklin has made a conscious effort to 
provide the public with an inside look at his program. 
      His efforts have paid dividends with feature stories and videos landing 
on prominent websites such as SI.com and ESPN.com and in publications 
such as Sports Illustrated, the New York Times and the Washington Post. 
Just last August, a video featuring Franklin awarding a scholarship to walk-
on fullback Marc Panu went viral, collecting 400,000 views on YouTube and 
was featured on ESPN SportsCenter.
      Hired as the first African-American head coach in Vanderbilt gridiron 
history on Dec. 17, 2010, Franklin's off-the-field accomplishments have 
been outstanding, but the results on the field have simply been staggering. 
      In his initial season with Vanderbilt in 2011, Franklin became the only 
first-year coach in school history to guide the Commodores to a bowl game 
and surpassed the total wins achieved by the program in each of its 
previous two seasons. As an encore, all Franklin did in his second season 
was run circles around what he achieved in 2011 and more, much more. 
      He guided Vanderbilt to a 9-4 overall season, matching the school 
record for wins last achieved in 1915, and ending the season with the 
longest winning streak in the Southeastern Conference, having won seven 
straight. It was Vanderbilt's longest win streak since an eight-game streak 
in 1948. 
      The remarkable 2012 campaign also included Vanderbilt tying another 
school record with five victories in SEC play. One of those conference 
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wins, against Tennessee, marked Vanderbilt's most decisive victory in the 
series since 1954. 
      The team also won on the road in 2012. Three of Vanderbilt’s five SEC 
wins came at Missouri, Kentucky and Ole Miss. A convincing win at 
Wake Forest gave Vanderbilt four road victories, the most by a 
Commodore squad since 1948. 
      Vanderbilt’s victory at Missouri was Franklin’s first road triumph in the 
SEC. The team’s 40-0 shutout at Kentucky was its second shutout of the 
season, marking the first time Vanderbilt had two shutouts in the same 
year since 1968. The win at Ole Miss was its sixth win of the season and 
came after facing a 23-6 deficit in the third quarter. 
      The Commodores culminated the season with a 38-24 win over N.C. 
State in the 2012 Franklin American Mortgage Music City Bowl. After the 
victory Franklin also was named as one of five finalists for National Coach 
of the Year honors from the Bryant Awards. 
      Vanderbilt also ended the season ranked No. 20 in the USA Today-
Coaches Top 25 poll and No. 23 in the Associated Press ballot. It marked 
the program's first inclusion in the final Top 25 poll since 1958.  
       Other wins came against Presbyterian, UMass and Wake Forest. 
Vanderbilt won at Wake Forest, 55-21, and scored the second-most points 
ever allowed at BB&T Field. The win also helped Vanderbilt eclipse 300 
points for the second straight year – a first in school history.
       Vanderbilt excelled in all three phases of the game in 2012. On 
offense, the team scored 40-plus points on five occasions for the first 
time since 1915. The team's 30.0-point scoring offense was the highest of 
the modern era, and best by any Vanderbilt unit since World War I. The 
defense allowed just 18.2 points per game during the regular season – the 
fewest since 1975. On special teams, Vanderbilt had an All-SEC punter 
and kicker in the same year for the first time in team history. 
      Vanderbilt finished among the nation's best in a number of defensive 
statistical categories, ranking No. 6 in pass efficiency defense, No. 14 in 
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ToP 25 PosTseason rankinG
Franklin's Commodores ended the 2012 season ranked in 
the Associated Press Top 25 for the first time since the 
writers went to a post-bowl vote in 1968. Vanderbilt was 
No. 23 in the AP Poll and No. 20 in the coaches' ballot.

BaCk-To-BaCk BoWl aPPearanCes
Franklin has guided Vanderbilt to back-to-back bowl 
games for the first time in school history. Before Franklin 
became the head coach, the Commodores experienced 
just four total bowl appearances in 121 years.

deCisiVe ViCTories in ConFerenCe PlaY
Vanderbilt has captured four Southeastern Conference 
games by 23 or more points during Franklin's tenure. 
From 1957-2010, Vanderbilt had four total wins against 
SEC opponents by 23+ points.

mosT seC ViCTories sinCe 1935
Franklin's squad was 5-3 in Southeastern Conference play 
in 2012. The victory total ties a school record for league 
wins that dates back to 1935.

eXPerienCinG noVemBer sUCCess
Under Franklin, Vanderbilt is 6-2 in the month of 
November. In the decade before he arrived on campus, 
Vanderbilt was 3-32 in November games.

FinisHinG on a Win sTreak
The Commodores concluded 2012 by winning seven 
straight games, the team's longest win streak since 1948. 
Vanderbilt owns the longest active streak in the SEC 
entering the 2013 season. 

mosT Wins in a season sinCe 1915
In 2012, Franklin's Commodores tied a program record 
with nine victories. It marked the most wins by a 
Vanderbilt team since it joined the SEC in 1933.

mosT Wins in FirsT TWo Years BY 
VanderBilT CoaCH sinCe 1904-05
Franklin has a 15-11 overall record at Vanderbilt. The 
only Vanderbilt coach to win more games in his first two 
years was College Football Hall of Famer Dan McGugin.

enTHUsiasm soars on CamPUs
Vanderbilt played before three home sellouts, the most 
since 1996. Total home attendance during the 2012 
season spiked 16 percent. 

ToP 20 reCrUiTinG Class
The Commodores' 2013 recruiting class was ranked 
no. 19 nationally by Rivals.com. It was Vanderbilt's 
highest recruiting class since the recruiting website 
was created in 1998. 

eXPlosiVe oFFensiVe ProdUCTion
The Commodores scored 390 points during the 2012 
season, the highest single-season total since 1915. The 
team's 30.0-point scoring offense was the highest 
average since 1916. 

Franklin's aCComPlisHmenTs
BY THe nUmBers
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     Head CoaCH James Franklin

"I love how he leads. I love how he’s kind of got a chip on his 
shoulder, and you need that a little bit when you coach at a 
place like Vanderbilt where it’s a challenge to compete at a 
high level for so long in the SEC."

 kirk Herbstreit
 ESPN

"No doubt at all, this is not the Vanderbilt football program of old."

 clay travis
 OutkicktheCoverage.com

"I couldn't be more floored by the job Coach Franklin’s done." 

 corey chavous
 former Vanderbilt DB, NFL Pro Bowler 

"James Franklin hasn't backed down from anything since taking 
over the Vanderbilt head coaching job..."

  bruce feldman
  CBSSports.com

"Franklin’s crowning achievement is that he’s made Vanderbilt 
relevant in the big, bad SEC, and don’t think for a minute that 
his work is done." 

 chris Low
 SEC blogger, ESPN.com

"The more he talks, the more you believe. The more Vanderbilt 
plays, the more impressive Franklin’s job looks."

 Matt Hayes
 The Sporting News

"Franklin’s crowning achievement is that he’s made Vanderbilt 
relevant in the big, bad SEC, and don’t think for a minute that 
his work is done."

 tony barnhart
 CBS Sports

"Coach Franklin cared about his players and was a great family 
guy. Coach was intense, but yet had fun and like I said, he had 
his passion for the game, his love for the game and a love for 
his players, and he cares about his players like family."

 Jordy nelson
 wide receiver, Green Bay Packers

"Coach has meant so much to me, both on and  off the field. I 
was very raw, and needed development in really every area. 
Coach taught me proper footwork, how to better understand 
pass routes and schemes, just how to play the position. Truly, 
to this day, my fundamental foundation as a quarterback came 
from the time with him."

 Josh freeman
 quarterback, Tampa Bay Buccaneers

"He's got the plan in place. This is a culture change, and we 
needed it. Nine wins? Unheard of. A Top 25 ranking? Unheard 
of. A Top 25 recruiting class? Unheard of. My ultimate goal is 
to be sitting in the Georgia Dome one day, and it's Vanderbilt 
and someone from the West. And let's play ball.”

 Jovan Haye
 Former Vanderbilt All-SEC DE, Six-year NFL veteran

pass defense, No. 15 in scoring defense and No. 19 on total defense. 
      Franklin also helped mentor three players to school records in 2012. Running back 
Zac Stacy became Vanderbilt’s all-time leading rusher and was the first player in school 
history to rush for 1,000 yards in back-to-back seasons. Receiver Jordan Matthews set 
Vanderbilt’s single-season receiving yardage record with 1,323 yards and accumulated 
94 catches, the second highest receptions total in Vanderbilt and SEC history. Kicker 
Carey Spear set a new school record by making 20 of 24 field goals. 
      In two seasons at the helm, Franklin has compiled a 15-11 overall record. Only one 
other Vanderbilt head coach, College Football Hall of Fame member Dan McGugin, 
registered more victories (16, 1904-05). Franklin's success through two years is un-
matched since since the Commodores became charter members of the SEC in 1933. 
      Vanderbilt's performance in SEC action under Franklin has been impressive. Four 
of the team's seven conference wins under Franklin have come by 23 points or more. 
From 1957-2010, Vanderbilt had four total wins against SEC opponents by 23-plus points. 
      In non-SEC games, Franklin's Vanderbilt teams are 7-1, including an 4-0 mark in 2011. 
      Franklin has also reversed a historical struggle for the Commodores – finishing 
seasons on a strong note. For the first time since 1948, the 2012 Commodores were 
undefeated during the month of November. Franklin’s teams are 6-2 in November. In the 
decade before he arrived on campus, the 'Dores was just 3-32 in November games.
      The success of the team on the field has also translated to the stands. In 2012, home 
attendance jumped 16 percent, with Vanderbilt Stadium experiencing three sellouts. 
      Franklin has also pushed for facility upgrades for the Vanderbilt program. Before the 
2012 season, a new video board and hillside seating area in the south end zone were 
added to Vanderbilt Stadium. Additionally, new stadium lights enhanced the gameday 
experience and an artificial surface improved playing conditions on Dudley Field.
      In late October, the team's new Indoor Practice Facility is expected to open near 
McGugin Athletics Center and existing practice fields. Franklin pushed for the much-
needed venue, which will feature a regulation football field, upon arriving on campus. 
      Prior to Franklin's arrival on campus, the Commodores posted consecutive two-win 
seasons. In  his first season at Vanderbilt, Franklin guided the 2011 Commodores to an 
appearance in the AutoZone Liberty Bowl. 
      Prior to accepting the Vanderbilt position, Franklin spent five seasons coordinating 
highly productive offensive units at the University of Maryland and Kansas State 
University. From 2008-10, Franklin served as offensive coordinator, and later added 
the title of assistant head coach. In 2010, he helped the Terrapins to an impressive 
9-4 turnaround in 2010. That season, Franklin’s explosive offense averaged 32.2 points 
and topped 50 points in three games. Maryland redshirt freshman quarterback Danny 
O’Brien finished the 2010 season as one of the nation’s most efficient signal callers, 
throwing for 2,438 yards, 22 touchdowns, and only eight interceptions while earning ACC 
Rookie of the Year honors. First team All-ACC receiver Torrey Smith, an eventual second 

THe Franklin FamlY
James and Fumi Franklin with their young daughters, Shola and Addy. 
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aGe: 41     career recorD: 15-11 (second season)
aLMa Mater: East Stroudsburg (Pa.) University; Playing career – 1991-94
DeGree: Bachelor's: Psychology, East Stroudsburg, 1995   
      Master's: Educational Leadership, Washington State, 1999
faMiLY: Wife, Fumi; daughters: Addy and Shola
frankLin on tWitter: @JamesFranklinVU

2011-12 vanDerbiLt (head coach)
     Named as finalist for Bear Bryant Awards' National Coach of the Year honor after 2012 season... Win 
total after two seasons at Vanderbilt (15) is the most by second-year Commodore coach since 1904... Guides 
Commodores to 9-4 record in 2012, tying school record for wins dating back to World War I... Guides team 
to Top 25 rating and first back-to-back bowl appearances in school history... Goes undefeated in November 
games for first time since 1982... 2012 offense featuring 1,000-yard rusher and 1,000-yard receiver ranks as 
team's best since 1948; 2012 defense is finest since 1997... His push for season tickets results in substantial 
increases in total attendence and helps Vanderbilt enjoy three home sellouts, including first consecutive home 
sellouts in 16 years...The 2012 team beat Missouri, Kentucky and Ole Miss in consecutive SEC road games, 
marking first time Vanderbilt has ever accomplished that feat... Guides 2011 Commodores to 6-6 regular 
season record and appearance in AutoZone Liberty Bowl in first year...Team shows vast improvement, ranking 
as the SEC's most improved offense and defense...Wins five home games in 2011, most by Vanderbilt in more 
than a decade...Eight players earn postseason recognition, including defensive back Casey Hayward (2011 
All-America by Walter Camp Foundation) and offensive record setters Zac Stacy and Jordan Matthews... 
Builds enthusiasm among fan base and works non-stop growing support for program on campus and in the 
community... Excites fans after the season by inking strong signing class of prep recruits.

2008-10  MarYLanD (assistant head coach/offensive coordinator/Qbs)
 On December 23, 2007, Ralph Friedgen sways Franklin back to Maryland as the Terps’ assistant head coach 
and offensive coordinator. In February 2009, Friedgen designates Franklin as his successor at Maryland... The 
Terrapins go 9-4 overall in 2010, finishing second in the ACC’s Atlantic Division and winning the Military Bowl... 
Quarterback Danny O'Brien earns ACC Rookie of the Year and Freshman All-America honors under Franklin's 
mentorship, ranking third nationally among freshmen in pass efficiency rating... O’Brien throws for 22 touch-
downs against only eight picks after becoming the team's starter in Week Four... Franklin’s 2010 offense ranks 
among the nation's best in limiting turnovers... Torrey Smith, now starting with the Ravens, also flourishes in 
2010, catching 67 passes for 1,055 yards to earn first-team All-ACC honors... For the fourth time in his career, 
Franklin also is honored as a Top 25 recruiter by Rivals.com for helping to secure a class that included a number 
of four-star athletes... In 2008, the Terps defeat four ranked teams en route to a win in the Humanitarian Bowl to 
cap an 8-5 record... Terp WR Darrius Heyward-Bey becomes No. 9 overall pick of the 2009 NFL Draft.

2006-07 kansas state (offensive coordinator/quarterbacks)
 As K-State's offensive coordinator, Franklin helps Wildcats to 7-6 record in 2006, topped by a 45-42 win over 
No. 4 Texas. K-State plays in the Texas Bowl, its first postseason game in three years... Under Franklin's guidance, 
K-State offense in 2007 becomes first in team history to feature a 3,000-yard passer, 1,500-yard receiver and 
1,000-yard rusher in the same season... QB Josh Freeman (eventual 2009 1st-round pick of Tampa Bay) sets many 
school records, including 3,353 passing yards... WR Jordy Nelson becomes an All-American by catching 122 passes, 
and is a high draft pick of the Packers... Nelson is a starting receiver for Green Bay.

2005  Green baY packers-nfL (assistant coach/wide receivers)
 Assisting Head Coach Mike Sherman, Franklin mentors a strong receiving arsenal that includes Donald Driver, 
Javon Walker and Robert Ferguson catching passes from Brett Favre... Despite an injury to Walker, the Packers rank 
sixth in team receiving yards... Driver sets career highs with 86 receptions for 1,221 receiving yards.

2000-04  MarYLanD (wide receivers/recruiting coordinator)
 Franklin helps Maryland to three consecutive bowl games starting with the 2001 squad... Maryland also 
achieves three straight seasons of 10 wins or more (2001-03), including appearance in 2002 FedEx Orange 
Bowl...Terps followed Orange Bowl berth with 30-3 victory over Tennessee in 2002 Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl and 
41-7 win over West Virginia in 2003 Toyota Gator Bowl... Promoted to recruiting coordinator in 2003, Franklin 
delivers back-to-back recruiting classes that were ranked among the nation's Top 25.

1999  iDaHo state (wide receivers)
 As receivers coach, Franklin helps ISU finish ninth nationally in total offense.

1998  WasHinGton state (graduate assistant coach/tight ends)
 Franklin joins highly successful Cougar Coach Mike Price as grad assistant.

1997  JaMes MaDison (wide receivers)
 Franklin mentors JMU WRs... One pupil, Earnest Payton, finishes as JMU's career leader with 185 receptions.

1996  east strouDsburG (defensive backs)
 Franklin returns to his alma mater, Division II East Stroudsburg.

nfL MinoritY coacHinG feLLoWsHip proGraM
 Franklin participates in the program in 1998, serving an internship with Miami. He also enjoyed stints with 
Philadelphia in 1999 and Minnesota in 2008.

Head CoaCH James Franklin

  THe Franklin File

 Franklin's Career aT a GlanCe

round NFL pick, flourished under Franklin’s system, 
finishing 2010 with 67 receptions, 1,055 receiving yards 
and 12 touchdowns.
      Franklin went to Maryland after spending the 2006-07 
seasons as offensive coordinator at Kansas State. He 
helped the Wildcats earn their first winning season in four 
years and a berth in the inaugural Texas Bowl. In 2006, 
Franklin focused on mentoring talented true freshman 
quarterback Josh Freeman. In 2007, Franklin’s offense 
produced a 3,000-yard passer (Freeman), 1,500-yard 
receiver (All-America wide receiver Jordy Nelson), and 
1,000-yard rusher for the first time in school history.
      Today, Freeman and Nelson have found great success 
in the NFL. Freeman is the starting quarterback for Tampa 
Bay after being selected in the first round of the 2009 NFL 
Draft. Nelson grabbed a touchdown pass in the Green 
Bay Packers’ 2011 victory in Super Bowl XLV. 
      Franklin spent the 2005 season coaching wide 
receivers for the Green Bay Packers. During that season, 
wide receiver Donald Driver set new career-high marks 
with 86 receptions for 1,221 yards.
      After his brief but successful NFL tenure, Franklin 
returned to the college ranks for the opportunity to devise 
offensive schemes and gain in-game play calling experi-
ence at the coordinator level. Franklin’s opportunity with 
the most-storied team in the NFL came on the heels of a 
five-year role coaching wide receivers at Maryland. 
During his tenure, the Terps earned three postseason 
berths including an appearance in the 2002 BCS FedEx 
Orange Bowl.
      Franklin’s role expanded to recruiting coordinator in 
2003. Franklin delivered back-to back recruiting classes 
ranked in the Top-25 by Rivals.com. 
      Early in his career, Franklin committed himself to being 
a student of the game: taking strategies, tools and tips 
from great coaches at a variety of competitive levels. 
      Franklin began his career in 1995 as the wide receiv-
ers coach at Kutztown (Pa.) University. Then, he returned 
to his alma mater, East Stroudsburg (Pa.) University 
learning the game from the defensive side of the ball 
coaching cornerbacks and safeties under veteran coach 
Denny Douds. He then earned a Division I position at 
James Madison University coaching wide receivers.
      In 1998, Franklin earned his first opportunity to 
participate in the NFL’s Minority Coaching Fellowship 
Program. Franklin interned with the Minnesota Vikings, 
the Philadelphia Eagles and the Miami Dolphins. Franklin 
also worked with Mike Price coaching tight ends at 
Washington State in 1998. The following year, Franklin 
helped Idaho State rank among the NCAA’s best in total 
offense as ISU’s receivers coach.
      Franklin developed a passion for the game as a four-
year letter-winning quarterback at East Stroudsburg. He 
was a two-time Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
selection. As a senior, he garnered MVP honors and was 
a Harlon Hill Trophy nominee for Division II Player of the 
Year after setting seven school records.
      Franklin earned a Bachelor’s in psychology from East 
Stroudsburg in 1995 and a Master’s in educational 
leadership from Washington State in 1999.
      Franklin and his family have become fast fans of 
Nashville. He and his wife, Fumi, are the parents of two 
daughters, Shola, 6, and Addy, 5.
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Franklin GUiDES 'DOrES TO aUTOZOnE liBErTY BOWl H Dec. 31, 2011 
     James Franklin concludes his first year as head coach by leading the 
Commodores to the AutoZone Liberty Bowl, becoming the initial coach to 
guide the Commodores to a postseason appearance in his first season.

naTiOnal SiGninG DaY H Feb. 1, 2012 
    Fueled by the Liberty Bowl appearance, diligence and hard work, Franklin 
lands a 22-player class that keen recruiting observers describe as the best 
Commodores in decades. The class includes four 4-star prospects, includ-
ing six of the best high school seniors across Tennessee.

aTTEnDanCE GrOWS FOr 2nD BlaCk & GOlD SprinG GamE H april 14, 2012 
    Franklin's second spring drill on campus concludes with more than 
8,000 spectators watching the Black squad earn a convincing 33-0 victory 
in the Black & Gold Spring Game. It marks the largest audience for the 
spring finale since the early 1990s.   

paCkED hOUSE FOr UniFOrm 
UnvEilinG EvEnT H July 11, 2012
    Commodore fans packed into 
Barnes & Noble at Vanderbilt 
in mid-July to watch Vanderbilt 
players unveil stylish new 
uniforms for the upcoming 
season. Serving as MC, Franklin 
brings down the house while 
introducing white helmets to the 
Commodore uniform collection.  

TEam WElCOmES FaCiliTY UpGraDES aS SEaSOn nEarS H august 2012
     Excitement surrounds the Commodore program as players arrive on 
campus to open preseason camp. Inside the program, coaches, staff and 
student-athletes are thrilled to cut the ribbon on a massive McGugin Center 
facility upgrade that includes a 140-person auditorium and team room, and 
new meeting rooms for each position grouping. Across Jess Neely Drive, 
crews are putting the finishing touches on a state-of-the-art video board, 
400-seating capacity berm and new artificial turf in Vanderbilt Stadium.

OWninG ThE naTiOnal SpOTliGhT WiTh hOmE OpEnEr H aug. 30, 2012
      Franklin's 'Dores own the national spotlight as they kick off ESPN's 2012 
coverage of college football by hosting South Carolina on Thursday night. 

ThE STrEak BEGinS WiTh hOmE Win OvEr aUBUrn H Oct. 20 2012
     Playing before a second straight home sellout, the Commodores smother 
Auburn's offense and ride a huge rushing effort by Zac Stacy to a 17-13 win. 
Late in the game, Stacy breaks the team record for career rushing yards. 

COmEBaCk SEalS Win in OXFOrD H nov. 10, 2012
     Trailing 23-6 early in the third quarter, the Commodores rally with a last-
minute touchdown to post a thrilling 27-26 victory in Oxford. Afterward, 
Franklin carries Mr. Commodore into the post-game locker room.

hOW SWEET iT iS – 
viCTOrY OvEr TEnnESSEE 
H nov. 17, 2012
     Looking for their first 
victory over Tennessee in 
Nashville since 1982, the 
Commodores claim vic-
tory in convincing fashion, 
beating the Vols 41-18.  It 
marks Vanderbilt's biggest 
margin of victory over 
Tennessee since 1954.  

aCCEpTinG a mUSiC CiTY pOSTSEaSOn inviTE H Dec. 2, 2012
     Commodore players celebrate with nearly 2,000 fans in the Student Life 
Center as leaders of the Franklin American Mortgage Music City Bowl 
officially invite Vanderbilt to the Dec. 31st game in Nashville by presenting a 
guitar to Franklin.

ClaiminG a 7Th STraiGhT Win aT 
ThE mUSiC CiTY BOWl H Dec. 31, 2012
     For the first time in Vanderbilt 
history, the Commodores make 
back-to-back bowl appearances. 
Before a highly partisan Vanderbilt 
crowd, Franklin guides the 'Dores 
to a 38-24 victory over N.C. State 
in the Music City Bowl. The 9-4 
Commodores exit the season ranked 
in the final AP Poll for the first time 
since 1948. The team's seven-game 
win streak ranks as the longest 
active streak in the SEC.  

FinaliST FOr BrYanT aWarDS' COaCh OF ThE YEar hOnOr H Jan. 17, 2013
     After guiding the Commodores to their most victories since the 1915 
season, Franklin becomes the first Vanderbilt coach to be named as a 
finalist for the Bear Bryant Awards' Coach of the Year Trophy. 

a COmmODOrE SiGninG ClaSS likE nOnE OThEr H Feb. 6, 2013
     For the first time in team history, the Commodores' 2013 signing class is 
among the Top 20 classes by Rivals.com. While all 26 signees have three-
star ratings, 13 from the class boast four-star consideration.

in 2011-12, Franklin GUiDED vanDErBilT TO COnSECUTivE nEW YEar'S EvE appEaranCES. ThE BaCk-TO-BaCk BOWlS 
rEprESEnT a nEW TEam STanDarD. hErE'S a lOOk aT Franklin'S aChiEvEmEnTS SinCE DECEmBEr 2011.

THe Franklin era in nasHVille 
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      John Donovan enters his third season on the Vanderbilt staff 
having coordinated two of the team's most productive offenses in the 
modern era. 
      Donovan, who assisted James Franklin at the University of Maryland 
prior to joining him at Vanderbilt, serves as offensive coordinator and 
running backs coach.
     In 2012, Donovan's offense produced 390 points and 4,936 total yards,

the highest season total 
witnessed at Vanderbilt since 
World War II. 
     Donovan's balanced attack 
also resulted in three of the finest
individual seasons ever by 
Vanderbilt players. Zac Stacy
became the team's most 
decorated running back ever, 
setting career records with 3,143 
rushing yards and 30 rushing 
TDs. Stacy also became the first 
Commodore to ever produce 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons. 
Jordan Matthews set a team 
single-season record with 1,323 
receiving yards. His 94-reception 
total also ranks No. 2 all-time 

among Commodores. Quarterback Jordan Rodgers also produced a 
career year, passing for 2,539 yards and 15 touchdowns.
     The offense also showed marked improvement in turnovers and third 
down efficiency.

    Donovan also overlooks the play of Commodore running backs. Besides 
helping Stacy, Donovan mentored Wesley Tate and Brian Kimbrow in 
2012. They combined for 789 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
     In 2011, Donovan's offense was the SEC's most improved. The offense 
averaged 26.7 points, nearly 10 points more than in 2010. Stacy also set 
new single-season team records with 1,193 rushing yards and 14 rushing 
touchdowns in 2011.
     Franklin and Donovan were key offensive assistants under Ralph 
Friedgen at Maryland – Franklin serving as coordinator and Donovan 
working with running backs. In 2010, they helped the Terps to a 9-4 record 
and one of the nation's most impressive year-to-year turnarounds. That 
season, Maryland featured a powerful offensive attack that averaged 32.2 
points. The unit was also efficient with just 14 turnovers.
     The 2010 campaign was Donovan's fourth at Maryland working with 
running backs. His top back, Da'Rel Scott, enjoyed a breakout campaign 
with 1,133 rushing yards and first team All-ACC honors in 2008. 
      Donovan mentored Maryland quarterbacks in the 2006 and 2007 
campaigns. In 2006, Donovan coached All-ACC quarterback Sam 
Hollenbach to his finest year as he threw for 2,371 yards and 15 
touchdowns, and was named MVP of Maryland's Champs Sports Bowl 
victory over Purdue. Prior to taking over as running backs coach in 2005, 
Donovan served as Maryland's assistant recruiting coordinator under 
Friedgen, who hired Donovan as a graduate assistant from 1998-2000 at 
Georgia Tech. 
     A 1997 graduate of Johns Hopkins, Donovan was a three-year starter 
at defensive back for the Blue Jays, earning 12 career interceptions.
     Donovan earned a bachelor's in sociology from Johns Hopkins in 
1997. He later earned a master's in economics from Georgia Tech.
     Donovan and his wife, Stacey, are the parents of a son, John Patrick, 7; 
and two daughters: Cate, 5, and Shea, 3.

HoMetoWn: River Edge, N.J. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, Sociology, Johns Hopkins, 1997
         Master's, Economics, Georgia Tech, 2000
previous coLLeGiate coacHinG experience: 
 2011- Vanderbilt (RBs/offensive coordinator)
 2008-10  Maryland (RBs)
 2006-07  Maryland (QBs)
 2005 Maryland (RBs)
 2001-04 Maryland (asst. recruiting coordinator)
 1998-2000  Georgia Tech (offensive graduate assistant)
 1997 Villanova (assistant, defensive secondary) 

boWL appearances: 9 
nfL Draftees: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 5
notes: Donovan's offense, led 
by all-time rushing leader Zac 
Stacy, receiver Jordan Matthews 
and quarterback Jordan Rodgers, 
averaged 39.8 points during the 
Commodores' six-game win 
streak to conclude the regular 
season. It also topped 40 points 
in five games, the most by a 
Vanderbilt squad since 1915.

assisTanT CoaCHes

 more on Coach donovan

 donovan Facts

Donovan and 
his wife, Stacey, 
are pictured with 
their son, John 
Patrick, and 
daughters, Cate 
and Shea.

JoHn 
donoVan

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR;
RUNNING BACKS
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     Defensive coordinator and safeties coach Bob Shoop returns for his 
third year after guiding two of the most impressive 'Dore defenses in 
many years.
     Shoop's 2012 defense continued the same positive trend that began 
in 2011 when it enjoyed stunning, across-the-board improvement.
     In 2012, the unit ranked among the nation's best in several key 

statistics: 14th in pass 
defense, 15th in scoring 
defense and 19th in total 
defense 
     Vanderbilt's 18.6-point 
scoring defense has been 
bettered only once in the last 
30 years on campus. Its pass 
defense averaged allowing 
just 191.8 yards, third in the 
SEC. The Commodores' total 
defense of 339.9 ranked fifth 
best in the conference.
     Shoop's attacking squad 
also performed well in third 
down situations. In 2012, the 
unit ranked fifth in the SEC 

– and 25th in the NCAA – in third down success. The 'Dores allowed just 
18.2 first downs. The pressuring unit also producing tackles for losses in 
bunches, ranking second in the SEC with 97 tackles for loss. 
     Several of Shoop's defensive standouts enjoyed individual success. 
Cornerback Andre Hal garnered All-SEC honors. Shoop also mentored 
rapidly-developing safeties Kenny Ladler and Javon Marshall. The duo 

shared the team lead with 60 total tackles.
     Shoop directed the 2011 unit to staggering levels of improvement. 
Under Shoop's guidance, the Commodore defense ranked ninth in the 
NCAA in pass defense efficiency and 18th in total defense. The 2011 
defense was paced by All-America cornerback Casey Hayward, who tied 
the team career record with 15 interceptions, and linebacker Chris Marve, 
who earned All-SEC honors for the third straight year.
      Shoop joined Vanderbilt following a superb four-year tenure as 
defensive coordinator at William & Mary where the one-time Columbia 
head coach guided a remarkable transformation of the Tribe defense. 
      At William & Mary, Shoop's defenses ranked among the top units in 
NCAA FCS football. In 2009, W&M ended the year first nationally in rush 
defense and second in scoring defense. The performance helped earn 
Shoop the 2009 FootballScoop NCAA FCS Coordinator of the Year Award.
     Shoop's résumé spans two decades, including three stints as a defen-
sive coordinator (Yale, 1994-96; Villanova, 1997; William & Mary, 2007-10) 
and three years as the head coach at Columbia (2003-05).
      Before becoming Columbia's head coach, Shoop served as secondary 
coach at Boston College from 1999-2002. As an assistant, Shoop has been 
on the winning sideline of three classic college rivalries: Army-Navy, 
Harvard-Yale and Boston College-Notre Dame.
       Shoop played collegiate football at Yale. He earned honorable mention
All-Ivy accolades in 1987 as a receiver and was recognized with Yale 
Football's prestigious Robert Gardner Anderson Memorial Award for team 
spirit, dedication and leadership. He also earned four letters in baseball. A 
native of Oakmont, Pa., Shoop was inducted into the Allegheny-Kiski Valley 
Sports Hall of Fame.
      Shoop and his wife, Maura, have two children, Tyler and Jay. Shoop's 
brother, John, is the offensive coordinator at Purdue.

HoMetoWn: Oakmont, Pa.
eDucation:  Bachelor's, Economics, Yale, 1988             
previous coLLeGiate coacHinG experience: 
 2011- Vanderbilt (safeties/def. coordinator)
 2007-10 William & Mary (secondary/def. coordinator)
 2006 Massachusetts (DBs)
 2003-05 Columbia (head coach)
 1999-2002 Boston College (secondary)
 1998 Army (secondary)
 1997 Villanova (defensive coordinator)
 1994-96 Yale (defensive coordinator)
 1991-93 Northeastern (DBs)
 1990 Virginia (graduate assistant)
 1989 Yale (graduate assistant)

postseason appearances: 11
aLL-aMericans: 4
nfL Draftees: 8
aLL-conference pLaYers: 30
notes:  Shoop's unit owns one of the 
NCAA's most impressive defensive 
streaks. According to ESPN, the 
defense has not allowed a touchdown 
beyond 20 yards in 455 plays. The last 
score outside Vanderbilt's red zone 
was in the sixth game of the 2011 
season.

 shoop Facts

 more on Coach shoop

Bob and Maura Shoop with their sons, Tyler and Jay.

BoB  
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR;
SAFETIES
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     Charles Bankins enters his third season at Vanderbilt as special teams 
coordinator and tight ends coach under James Franklin.
     After working alongside Franklin at Maryland in 2009-10, Bankins 
brought his special teams expertise to Vanderbilt last year and quickly 
achieved across-the-board Commodore improvement in the third phase 
of football. In 2012, Bankins continued his remarkable job with Vanderbilt 
special teams.
     Behind the placekicking of Carey Spear and the punting of Richard 
Kent, the 'Dores put together arguably the finest combined special teams 
effort in school history.
     Spear was sensational, earning All-SEC honors after setting school 
records with 20 field goals and 87 points scored by a kicker. He also 
ranked among the SEC's most accurate kickers, hitting 83.3 percent of his 
field goal attempts (20-of-24).
     Kent wasn't outdone by Spear. The third-year starter averaged 44.9 
yards, the fourth highest average ever by a Commodore. Kent's ability to 
directionally punt was extremely effective in limiting returns and pinning 
teams deep inside their 20-yard line.  
     Jonathan Krause also made huge strides as a punt returner. His 
11.2-yard average in 2012 was the team's second highest in the 20 years. 
Krause also became the first 'Dore since 1968 to score on two returns. 
     Bankins also mentored a young and improving corps of tight ends. A 
pair of redshirt freshmen who developed nicely during the season, Steven 
Scheu and Kris Kentera, combined for 18 receptions and three touchdown 
catches.
     Bankins has experience coaching offense, defense and special teams. 
He also has coached at the NFL, collegiate and high school levels. 
     Prior to arriving at Vanderbilt, Bankins distinguished himself at Maryland. 
In 2010, Terrapin special teams played an instrumental part in one of the 
NCAA's most impressive year-to-year turnarounds as the Terps improved 
seven games in the win column enroute to a 9-4 overall season. That sea-
son, Bankins mentored Maryland's Tony Logan to a 18.8-yard punt return 

average and first team All-ACC honors. In 2009, another Bankins' standout at 
Maryland, Torrey Smith, earned All-ACC honors by breaking the conference 
single-season record for kickoff return yards. Smith is now a NFL star with 
Baltimore. Bankins also groomed Nick Ferrara to freshman All-America 
honors as a placekicker in 2009. 
     Bankins enjoyed success as an assistant at the University of Richmond 
from 2007-08. In Bankins' final game at Richmond, the Spiders claimed the 

2008 NCAA FCS national title with 
a win over Montana.
     Bankins directed superb 
Richmond special teams. In 2008, 
the  Spiders ranked high nationally 
in several special team stats. In 
2007, his pupil Justin Rogers was 
named the conference's Special 
Teams Player of the Year.
     Bankins had two stints at 
Hampton University (2000-04; 
2006) and spent 2005 with the St. 
Louis Rams. While serving as an 
assistant special teams coach in 
St. Louis, the Rams improved from 
32nd to 17th in NFL special teams 

rankings.
     Bankins also coached a year at Indiana (Pa.) University and James 
Madison. He started coaching at his alma mater, Leonardtown H.S., in 1995.
     Bankins played running back for James Madison, where he earned a 
bachelor's in speech communications in 1994. He earned a master's from 
Eastern Kentucky in 1998.
     Bankins and his wife, Katrina, are the parents of a daughter, Ashley, and 
son, William.

HoMetoWn: Hollywood, Md. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, Speech Communications, James Madison, 1994
       Master's, Eastern Kentucky, 1998
otHer coLLeGiate/nfL coacHinG experience: 
 2011- Vanderbilt (TEs/special teams coordinator)
 2009-10  Maryland (TEs/special teams coordinator)
 2007-08 Richmond (RBs/special teams coordinator) 
 2006 Hampton (QBs/RBs/offensive coordinator)
 2005 St. Louis Rams, NFL (assistant special teams)
 2000-04 Hampton (RBs/recruiting coordinator)
 1999 Indiana (Pa.) University (WRs/TEs)
 1998 James Madison (WRs/TEs)
 1996-97 Eastern Kentucky (WRs)

boWL appearances: 3 
nfL Draftees: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 7
notes: For the first time in team 
history, both of Vanderbilt's 2012 
specialists were named All-SEC.
Kicker Carey Spear was selected 
by AP writers, punter Richard 
Kent was recognized by the 
league's head coaches.

 Bankins Facts

 more on Coach Bankins

Charles and 
Katrina Bankins 
with daughter, 
Ashley, and son, 
William.

CHarles 
Bankins

SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR;
TIGHT ENDS
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     George Barlow enters his second year as Vanderbilt's defensive backs 
coach and defensive recruiting coordinator. He joined James Franklin's 
staff after serving as interim head coach and defensive coordinator at the 
University of New Mexico.

     Barlow is one of three highly 
respected former FCS defensive 
coordinators on the staff. The unit 
is directed by Bob Shoop, former 
coordinator at William & Mary. 
Brent Pry, formerly at Georgia 
Southern, serves as assistant 
head coach, co-coordinator and 
linebackers coach.
     In his first season at 
Vanderbilt, Barlow mentored the 
team's defensive backs into one 
of the SEC's most productive 
units. The corps was an important 
ingredient of a defense that 
ranked third in the SEC and 14th 
in the NCAA in pass defense.
     Barlow also did a superb job 

developing first-year starting cornerback Andre Hal. The junior was named 
second team All-SEC after posting 16 passes defended as a shutdown cover 
opposite Trey Wilson, who inked a NFL free agent deal with Jacksonville 
after the season.
     Prior to joining Vanderbilt, Barlow served three years at New Mexico after 

successfully mentoring defenses at James Madison University, one of the 
top teams in the NCAA Football Championship Subdivision (FCS).
     Barlow began the 2011 season as UNM's assistant head coach and 
defensive coordinator. Four games into the season, Barlow was named the 
Lobos' interim head coach. The 2011 UNM defense was led by All-Mountain 
West Conference linebacker Carmen Messina, who broke the WAC career 
record with 454 tackles.
     Barlow joined New Mexico after experiencoing tremendous success at 
James Madison. He helped guide the Dukes to the 2004 NCAA I-AA national 
championship and FCS postseason appearances in 2006, 2007 and 2008.
     Barlow's JMU was consistently among the nation's best. In 2006, the 
Dukes were second nationally in sacks and fourth in rush defense. In 2005, 
the unit ranked first nationally in rush defense. In JMU's championship 
season of 2004, the Dukes set the I-AA record for sacks. His top pupil at 
JMU was linebacker Akeem Jordan, the 2006 AFCA I-AA Player of the Year. 
     Serving as JMU's running backs coach in 1999 prior moving to the 
defensive staff, Barlow tutored Curtis Keaton to team records with 1,719 
rushing yards and 20 rushing TDs. Keaton was later selected in the fourth 
round of the 2000 NFL Draft. The following year, Barlow coached JMU's 
Delvin Joyce when he became the first Division I-AA player to reach the 
1,000-yard career mark in rushing, receiving, punt returns and kickoff returns.
     Prior to JMU, Barlow spent three years at Oklahoma, coaching safeties and 
linebackers in 1998 after serving as a defensive graduate assistant in 1996-97.
     Barlow was an all-conference safety at Marshall from 1986-90. He was a 
member of the 1987 Thundering Herd squad that played for the I-AA title. 
     Barlow graduated in 1990 with a degree in business administration 
concentrating in finance and business law.
     Barlow is the parent of a daughter, Kierstin Paige.

HoMetoWn: Chicago, Ill. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, Business Administration, Marshall, 1990
previous coLLeGiate coacHinG experience: 
 2012-  Vanderbilt (DBs/defensive recruiting coordinator)
 2011  New Mexico (interim head coach/assistant head coach/
            defensive coordinator)
 2009-10 New Mexico (DBs/assistant head coach)
 2004-08 James Madison (safeties/assistant head coach/
                  defensive coordinator)
 2002-03  James Madison (DL)
 1999-2001 James Madison (RBs)
 1998 Oklahoma (OLBs/safeties)
 1996-97 Oklahoma (graduate assistant)
 1995 West Virginia State (defensive coordinator)
 1994 Hutchinson Community College (DL)
 1992-93 Marshall (LBs)

postseason appearances: 9
nfL Draftees: 4
aLL-aMericans: 10
nationaL cHaMpionsHips: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 26
notes: Under Barlow, first-year 
starter Andre Hal became the fifth 
Commodore DB in the last six years 
to earn All-SEC recognition. Trey 
Wilson also finished off his career 
in style, setting a new team all-time
record by returning four 
interceptions for touchdowns.

 more on Coach Barlow

 Barlow Facts
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     Josh Gattis enters his second year on the Vanderbilt offensive staff. He 
coaches the team's wide receiver corps and serves as the team's offensive 
recruiting coordinator.
     In his first year with the Commodores, Gattis enjoyed superb success, 
mentoring the most productive wide receiving tandem in team history.
     Gattis, who joined the Commodores after serving as receivers coach at 
Western Michigan in 2011, helped Jordan Matthews and Chris Boyd put 
together receiving statistics unmatched by any other Vanderbilt duo. The 
Matthews-Boyd tandem totalled 144 catches and 2,097 receiving yards, 217 
yards more than the next closest Commodore duo.
      Matthews was superb, earning consensus First Team All-SEC and 
third-team All-America honors after registering 94 catches and 1,323 
receiving yards. Boyd also enjoyed a sensational season with 50 catches 
and 774 receiving yards. They combined to haul in 13 touchdown passes. 
      In just two years as a collegiate coach, Gattis has mentored All-America 
receivers at both Vanderbilt and Western Michigan.  
       Prior to arriving in Nashville, Gattis helped Western Michigan to a 7-6 
mark and the 2011 Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, just the fifth postseason bowl 
in team history.
      Gattis' top pupil at Western Michigan, wide receiver Jordan White, 

established a slew of team and Mid-American Conference (MAC) records 
en route to consensus All-America recognition. As a senior in 2011, White 
topped the nation with 140 receptions and 1,911 receiving yards. His 17
touchdown catches ranked third in the NCAA. He finished his career with 

306 catches and set a new MAC 
record with 4,187 receiving yards. 
White capped his WMU career 
by setting a Little Caesars Bowl 
record with 265 receiving yards.
      White became Western 
Michigan's first consensus 
All-America recipient, earning 
recognition from the Associated 
Press, Walter Camp Football 
Foundation, American Football 
Coaches Association, Sports 
Illustrated and Yahoo! Sports. 
White was drafted by the New 
York Jets and continues to play 
for the NFL team. 
      Two other WMU receivers,
Chleb Ravenell and Robert 
Arnheim, produced career cam-
paigns under Gattis: Ravenell post-

ing 67 receptions for 839 yards and nine touchdowns; Arnheim registering 
62 catches for 702 yards and four touchdowns.
      Gattis joined Western Michigan after serving as a graduate assistant in 
2010 at the University of North Carolina.  
      Gattis was a two-time All-ACC recipient during a superb career at Wake 
Forest. He was a three-year starter at safety, finishing his career with 32 
starts, 253 total tackles, six forced fumbles and 12 interceptions. 
     Gattis participated in the 2007 Senior Bowl and East-West Shrine Game. 
He was drafted in the fifth round of the 2007 NFL Draft by Jacksonville. He 
played the 2007-08 season with the Chicago Bears. 
      Gattis earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology from Wake Forest 
in December 2006.

HoMetoWn: Durham, N.C. 
eDucation:  Bachelor's, Sociology, Wake Forest, 2006
otHer coLLeGiate coacHinG experience: 
 2012 Vanderbilt (WRs/offensive recruiting coordinator)
 2011 Western Michigan (WRs)
 2010 North Carolina (offensive graduate assistant)

boWL appearances: 3 
nfL Draftees: 2
aLL-aMericans: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 3
notes: In 2011-12, Gattis' pupils 
have enjoyed staggering success 
at the wide receiver position. In 
2012, Jordan Matthews enjoyed 
arguably the greatest season ever 
by a Vanderbilt receiver – 94 
catches, 1,323 yards, eight  TDs. 
In 2011, Gattis' top WR at Western 
Michigan, Jordan White, posted 
truly staggering totals: 140 catches,  
1,911 receiving yards and 17 TDs.  

 more on Coach Gattis
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     Herb Hand returns for a fourth year as the Vanderbilt offensive line 
coach. He also adds the duties of run game coordinator this season.
     In 2012, Hand continued to use innovation to maximize the 
effectiveness of his offensive line. Hand's belief in preparing linemen 
for multiple positions was on full display late in the season with the 

play of redshirt junior Wesley 
Johnson and redshirt senior Ryan 
Seymour. Johnson, recognized 
as an honorable mention All-SEC 
selection, played extremely well at 
both tackles. Seymour, a starting 
guard who was picked by Seattle 
in the 2013 NFL Draft, performed 
at a high level when moved to 
Johnson's vacant left tackle role.  
     Several other members of 
Hand's corps performed well in 
what became the most potent  
offensive attack in modern 
Commodore history. Sophomore 
Joe Townsend and redshirt 
freshman Jake Bernstein were 
extremely productive when 
inserted during the season at 
center and guard, respectively.
     In 2011, Hand did a remarkable 

job molding an undersized offensive line corps into a cohesive unit. The 
line helped Vanderbilt add 25.8 yards to its rushing average and 41 yards 
to its average total offense. The unit also allowed nine fewer sacks than 

the year before.
     In 2011-12, the line paved the way for Zac Stacy to establish new team 
career and single-season rushing records. The St. Louis draftee finished 
with 3,143 rushing yards and 30 TDs.
     Prior to joining Vanderbilt, Hand worked three years at Tulsa, serving as 
assistant head coach, offensive coordinator and line coach. Hand helped 
guide Tulsa to consecutive GMAC Bowl games behind one of the NCAA's 
most explosive spread offenses. As Tulsa's co-coordinator, Hand coached 
a line that paved the way for the nation's top ranked offense in 2007-08. He 
was a finalist for national offensive line coach of the year in 2008.
     Before joining Tulsa, Hand spent six successful years at West Virginia, 
serving as tight ends coach and recruiting coordinator. Hand helped the 
Mountaineers to three Big East titles and five straight postseason bowls, 
including a 38-35 win over SEC champion Georgia in the 2006 Sugar Bowl.
     That 2006 West Virginia team finished 11-2 and was among the nation's 
top-10 teams for most of the year. Hand helped guide an offense that ranked 
second nationally in rushing, third in scoring, and fourth in total offense. 
     Prior to joining West Virginia, Hand was a graduate assistant at 
Clemson in 1999-2000 when the Tigers played in the Peach Bowl and Gator 
Bowl. 
     Before that, he served as defensive coordinator and special teams 
coordinator at Concord (W. Va.) College. He also was defensive coordina-
tor at another university in the state, Glenville State, where he helped 
coach the squad to three WVIAC Championships. 
     In 1990, Hand received his bachelor's in history from Hamilton College. He 
also earned a master's in 1993 while coaching linebackers from West Virginia 
Wesleyan.
    Hand and his wife, Debbie, have three children: sons, Trey, 17, and 
Cade, 11, and daughter, Bailey, 15.

HoMetoWn: Westmoreland, N.Y. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, History, Hamilton College, 1990 
       Master's, Business Administration, W. Va. Wesleyan, 1993 
otHer coacHinG experience: 
 2013- Vanderbilt (OL/run game coordinator)
   2010-12 Vanderbilt (OL)
 2009 Tulsa (assistant head coach/offensive coordinator/OL)
 2007-08 Tulsa (co-offensive coordinator/OL)
 2001-06 West Virginia (TEs/recruiting coordinator)
 1999-2000 Clemson (offensive graduate assistant)
 1997-98 Concord College (defensive coordinator/special teams)
 1994-96 Glenville State College (defensive coordinator)
 1991-93 West Virginia Wesleyan (defensive graduate assistant)

boWL appearances: 11 
aLL-aMericans: 3
nfL Draftees: 4
fresHMen aLL-aMericans: 6
aLL-conference pLaYers: 18
notes: Hand's coaching job at 
Vanderbilt continues to impress. 
Two of his 2012 pupils – Wesley 
Johnson and Joe Townsend – 
received SEC Offensive Lineman 
of the Week honors after their 
outstanding individual efforts. 
The unit helped pave the way for 
a balanced attack that produced 
more points than other Vanderbilt 
unit since 1915. 

 Hand Facts

 more on Coach Hand

Herb and Debbie Hand with their sons, Trey and Cade, and daughter, Bailey.
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     Brent Pry enters his third year on James Franklin's staff, serving as 
linebackers coach. He also holds the titles of assistant head coach and 
co-defensive coordinator.
     In 2012, Pry developed a linebacking corps that lacked game 
experience entering the year into one of the defense's most productive 

position groups by the end of 
the season.
     Pry got career seasons 
from returning starters Chase 
Garnham and Archibald Barnes, 
developed Karl Butler into a 
quality third starter, and 
introduced three first-year 
players into key reserve roles.
     Garnham topped the corps 
with 84 total tackles, seven 
sacks and 12.5 tackles for loss 
after moving to middle
linebacker. Barnes contributed 
66 tackles while Butler added 
48 stops. 
     Pry also mentored a pair of 

true freshmen, Darreon Herring and Jake Sealand, and redshirt freshman 
Larry Franklin into key reserve contributors in 2012. The trio combined for 
75 total tackles.
     In 2011, Pry built a solid unit around All-SEC recipient Chris Marve. 
The linebackers were vital to Vanderbilt's improvement in virtually every 
defensive statistical category. The defense soared in SEC and NCAA 
rankings, finishing the year 18th nationally in total defense. Marve        

finished the year by earning All-SEC honors for the third straight season.
      Pry joined Vanderbilt after leading a resurgence at Georgia Southern. 
With Pry's help, the Eagles roared back to national prominence among 
Division I FCS teams in 2010. With Pry serving as defensive coordinator 
and safeties coach, Georgia Southern advanced to the 2010 NCAA FCS 
national semifinals and beat No. 1-ranked Appalachian State in the 
regular season.
     Pry joined Georgia Southern from the University of Memphis, where 
he served three years as the Tigers' defensive line coach. At Memphis, 
he was part of a staff that guided the Tigers to two bowl games. 
     From 2002-06, Pry served at La.-Lafayette, holding positions of 
assistant head coach and defensive coordinator. The 2005 Lafayette 
squad earned a Sun Belt title and featured five players that eventually 
played in the NFL. Pry was an assistant coach at Western Carolina from 
1998-2001, mentoring the defensive line for two years, then secondary 
and special teams for two years. He also worked three years as a 
graduate assistant at Virginia Tech.
     Pry began his coaching career at East Stroudsburg (Pa.) University 
in 1993. During Pry's tenure, East Stroudsburg's offense was directed by 
a standout quarterback who now serves as Vanderbilt's newest head 
coach.
     A free safety at Maryville (Tenn.) College in 1988, Pry later transferred 
to the University of Buffalo. Pry lettered in 1990, then suffered a career-
ending injury in 1991, only to return as a student coach in 1992.
     Pry is a second generation college football coach. His father, Jim, has 
coached at the college level for more than 35 years.
     Pry and his wife, Amy, are the parents of a son, Colby, and two 
daughters, Madeline and Catherine.

HoMetoWn: Lexington, Va. 
eDucation:  Bachelor's, History, University of Buffalo, 1993   
previous coLLeGiate coacHinG experience: 
 2013- Vanderbilt (LBs, assistant head coach, 
                    co-defensive coordinator)
 2011-12 Vanderbilt (LBs/co-defensive coordinator)
 2010  Georgia Southern (safeties/defensive coordinator) 
 2007-09 Memphis (DL)
 2004-06 La.-Lafayette (LBs/assistant head coach/
                          defensive coordinator)
 2002-03  La.-Lafayette (LBs/defensive coordinator)
 2000-01  Western Carolina (DBs/special teams)
 1998-99  Western Carolina (DL)
 1995-98 Virginia Tech (def. graduate assistant)
 1993-94 East Stroudsburg (OLBs/DBs)  

postseason appearances: 8
nfL Draftees: 5
aLL-aMericans: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 18
notes: Pry's ability to develop 
freshmen Darreon Herring and 
Jake Sealand into key contributors 
last year helped solve a depth 
issue at the position. The duo 
combined for 57 tackles and three 
forced fumbles.   

 more on Coach Pry

 Pry Facts

Brent and Amy Pry with their son, Colby, and daughters, Madeline and Catherine. 
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     Ricky Rahne returns for his third season as Vanderbilt's quarterback 
coach. The coaching ties between Rahne and James Franklin date to the 
mid-2000s when Rahne served as offensive graduate assistant under 
Franklin at Kansas State.
     Rahne's work with senior Jordan Rodgers in 2012 helped produce 
one of the finest campaigns ever by a Vanderbilt quarterback. Rodgers, 

prospering under Rahne's guid-
ance, finished the year ranking 
among the team's single-season 
Top Ten passers with 2,539 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. More impor-
tantly, Rodgers substantially 
improved as an efficient quarter-
back during his final season, hitting 
on a career-high 60 percent of his 
passes and ranking among SEC 
leaders with just five interceptions. 
After the season, Rodgers signed a 
free agent deal with Jacksonville.
     In 2011, Rodgers and Larry Smith 
enjoyed success under Rahne's 
watchful eye. Smith increased his 
completion percentage to a career-
high 55% and provided superb lead-

ership through the season. Rodgers also responded well when called upon 
at midseason, passing for 1,523 yards, the highest total ever by a first-year 
Vanderbilt quarterback. Rodgers also threw nine TDs. 

     Rahne, who enjoyed a record-breaking collegiate career as quarterback 
at Cornell University, and Franklin were members of the Kansas State staff 
during the 2006-07 seasons.
     While on the Wildcat staff, Franklin and Rahne helped mentor talented 
quarterback Josh Freeman into an All-Big 12 signal caller and an eventual 
first-round NFL draft pick.
     Rahne served as a full-time member of the Kansas State coaching 
staff from 2007-10. He held the position of tight ends coach under 
legendary Wildcat head coach Bill Snyder in 2009-10 after mentoring 
Kansas State running backs the first two years as a staffer.
     In 2010, Rahne helped Kansas State secure a berth in the New Era 
Pinstripe Bowl at Yankee Stadium after a 7-5 regular season. In 2009, 
Rahne tutored first team All-Big 12 tight end Jeron Mastrud, who ranks 
second in school history in receptions among tight ends. Directing the 
Wildcat running backs from 2007-08, Rahne helped tutor All-Big 12 
selection James Johnson, who became the fastest Wildcat to rush 
for 1,000 yards in a season in 2007. 
     Rahne served as the Wildcats' graduate assistant during the 2006 
season, working hand-in-hand with Franklin with Wildcat quarterbacks. 
Specifically, they helped develop a young Freeman into K-State's starting 
quarterback.
     Eventually, Freeman put together one of the greatest careers ever by a 
Kansas State signal caller and became a first-round draft pick of the Tampa 
Bay Bucs. Freeman, who just completed his fourth year as an NFL starter, 
is considered one of the league's future stars at quarterback.
     Before joining Kansas State, Rahne worked as a Cornell running backs 
coach in 2005 mentoring first team All-Ivy running back Luke Siwula, and 
as an assistant defensive coach at Holy Cross in 2004.
     A native of Morrison, Colo., Rahne finished his career as Cornell's 
all-time leader in nearly every passing category and earned the team's 
MVP honors three times. 
     Rahne earned a degree in industrial and labor relations from Cornell.
     Rahne and his wife, Jennifer, are the parents of two young sons, 
Ryder and Jake. 

HoMetoWn: Morrison, Colo. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, Industrial & Labor Relations, 
         Cornell, 2002           
otHer coacHinG experience: 
 2011- Vanderbilt (QBs)
 2009-10  Kansas State (TEs)
 2007-08  Kansas State (RBs)
 2006 Kansas State (offensive graduate assistant)
 2005 Cornell (RBs)
 2004 Holy Cross (assistant DL)

boWL appearances: 4 
nfL Draftees: 2
aLL-conference pLaYers: 5
notes: Under Rahne's 
watchful eye, Jordan Rodgers 
was a totally different QB as a 
senior in 2012. He completed 60 
percent  of his throws for the 
fifth highest yardage total ever 
by a 'Dore, and produced one of 
the SEC's best TD-to-INT ratios.

 more on Coach rahne

 rahne Facts

Ricky and Jennifer Rahne with their young sons, Ryder and Jake.

riCkY  
raHne
QUARTERBACKS
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    Sean Spencer enters his third year on James Franklin's staff. He coaches 
the Commodores' defensive line. 

     Several in Spencer's corps, including ends Walker May, Kyle 
Woestmann and Caleb Azubike, and tackles Jared Morse, Barren Dixon 
and Vince Taylor, enjoyed career campaigns last year.
     In just two years, Spencer has developed one of the deepest lines in 

recent Vanderbilt history. In 2012, 
Spencer used 10 players in his 
defensive line rotations.
     Woestmann closed the 2012 
season in superb fashion, totalling 
six sacks. Azubike set a new team 
record for true freshmen with four 
sacks. May, posted 10.5 tackles for 
loss and three quarterback sacks. 
Morse registered 26 tackles, 
including nine for losses. Dixon 
and Taylor also developed into key 
interior contributors. 
     In 2011, the defensive front 

fed off Spencer's energy, with several standouts enjoying career years, 
including defensive end Tim Fugger and tackle Rob Lohr. Fugger, drafted by 
Indianapolis and now with Arizona, was rewarded for an impressive 2011 
campaign with second team All-SEC honors, posting eight sacks and 13.5 
tackles for loss. Lohr, who signed as a free agent by Kansas City after the 
2012 season, also ranked among the SEC's most productive defensive 
tackles with 11.5 tackles for loss and 4.5 sacks. 
    Spencer came to Nashville after two successful years at Bowling Green.

     Spencer's top pupil at Bowling Green, defensive tackle Chris Jones, 

garnered six quarterback sacks in 2010, including 3.5 sacks in a win over 
Central Michigan that helped Jones earn National Defensive Lineman of the 
Week honors. Jones later also earned All-MAC Conference recognition. 
     The BGSU defensive front posted 40 sacks during Spencer's tenure. He 
also helped Bowling Green to the Humanitarian Bowl in 2009 despite 
opening the year without a single returning starter on the defensive front.
     Spencer enjoyed two successful stints at UMass, serving from 2007-08 
after working with the Minutemen from 2001-03. He was a defensive line 
coach in both tenures, and also guided UMass special teams in 2007-08. 
      In 2007 the Minutemen ranked among the nation's best with 44 sacks. 
That UMass unit was led by All-America and Buck Buchanan Award finalist 
David Burris. In the early 2000s, Spencer mentored another top Minuteman 
defensive lineman, Buchanan Award finalist Valdamar Brower.
      Spencer enjoyed team success at UMass, helping the Minutemen to 
consecutive Colonial Athletic Association titles. 
      Spencer mentored two special teams phenoms at UMass: kick returner 
Courtney Robinson and punter Brett Arnold. Robinson earned first team 
All-CAA honors after breaking the team's record for kick return yards. 
Arnold earned first team All-America honors.
      Spencer spent the 2006 season at Hofstra University where he was the 
defensive line coach for the Pride. In the summer of 2006, Spencer took part 
in an NFL summer internship with the New York Jets.
      Prior to Hofstra, Spencer served as linebackers coach at Villanova 
University in 2005 where he coached All-American Brian Hulea. Spencer 
also spent the 2004 season at the College of Holy Cross and served the 
2001-03 seasons as an assistant at UMass. Previously, he served tenures at 
Trinity College, Shippensburg University and Wesleyan University.
      Spencer started three years at free safety at Clarion University. 
      Spencer is the parent of a daughter, Alysia.

HoMetoWn: Hartford, Conn.
eDucation: Bachelor's, Political Science, Clarion, 1995
otHer coacHinG experience: 
 2011 Vanderbilt (DL)
 2009-10  Bowling Green (DL)
 2007-08  Massachusetts (DL/special teams)
 2006 Hofstra (DL)
 2005 Villanova (LBs)
 2004 College of Holy Cross (DL)
 2001-03 Massachusetts (DL)
 2000 Trinity College (DL)
 1998-99 Trinity (RBs/passing game coordinator)
 1996-97 Shippensburg (RB)
 1995-96 Wesleyan (receivers/TEs) 

postseason appearances: 5
aLL-aMericans: 3
aLL-conference pLaYers: 10
notes: During the 2012 season, 
six different players mentored 
by Spencer posted career highs 
in total tackles, tackles for loss 
or quarterback sacks, including 
four top returnees this year.

assisTanT CoaCHes

 more on Coach spencer

 spencer Facts

Sean 
Spencer and 
his daughter, 
Alysia.

sean 
sPenCer

DEFENSIVE LINE
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     assisTanT CoaCHes

      Dwight Galt enters his third season as Director of Performance 
Enhancement of the Vanderbilt football program. A veteran strength coach 
of three decades, Galt joined James Franklin's staff before the 2011 
campaign.
      Vanderbilt football student-athletes have flourished under the strength 

and conditioning program 
instituted three years ago by Galt 
and his top assistants, Chuck 
Losey and Barry Gant. 
      The year-round program 
aimed at improving speed, agility, 
strength, and power throughout 
the Commodore roster has 
produced superb results. The 2012 
squad held an impressive 191-129 
scoring advantage over opponents 
after intermission. It marked the 
second consecutive season that 
Vanderbilt has vastly outscored 
foes in the second half.
      Galt came to Vanderbilt from 
Maryland, where he worked with 
Franklin while conditioning some 
of the Terps' finest gridiron teams 

and players. 
      Many Galt pupils rank among the elite performers at the NFL Combine. 

At the 2013 combine, Vanderbilt's Zac Stacy ranked high among all 
running backs in several categories, including the broad jump, bench 
press and 20-yard shuttle. Later, at the team's Pro Day, several other 
Commodore seniors trained by Galt registered impressive agility and 
strength feats.
     In past years, performances by a slew of Galt-trained athletes have 
amazed NFL scouts, such as tight end Vernon Davis, receiver Darrius 
Heyward-Bey and cornerback Dominique Foxworth. Davis and Heyward-
Bey rank among the Top 10 all-time performers at the combine: Davis post-
ing the fastest 40-yard dash ever by a tight end (4.36) and Heyward-Bey 
running the fastest 40 (4.30) by a wideout in more than a decade. 
     Currently, nearly 40 former athletes trained by Galt are active in the 
National Football League.
     Galt served as Director of Strength & Conditioning at Maryland for 
the last 17 of 27 years he spent with the football program. After starting 
as a full-time strength coach with Maryland in 1989, Galt was named 
Maryland's Head Strength Coach in 1993, with responsibility over 27 
varsity sports.
     Throughout his career, Galt has been fortunate to mentor several 
superb assistants who have become industry leaders: including University 
of Virginia head strength coach Evan Marcus, Penn State head strength 
coach Craig Fitzgerald and Washington Redskins head strength coach Ray 
Wright. 
     Galt and his wife, Janice, have been married for 34 years. They have 
four children: Angie, 30; Teri, 29; and 26-year-old twin sons, Dwight IV 
and Tommy. 
     All four children played intercollegiate sports: Angie as a softball 
catcher at Brown University; Teri as an all-conference soccer defender at 
Frostburg State (Md.). Both sons played football at Maryland and remain 
active in collegiate athletics: Dwight IV is strength associate head coach 
at Penn State; Tommy is the offensive line coach at North Greenville (S.C.) 
University.

HoMetoWn: Silver Springs, Md. 
eDucation: Bachelor's, Business Management, Maryland, 1981
          Master's, Exercise Physiology, Maryland, 1989
otHer coacHinG experience: 
 2011-  Vanderbilt (Director of Performance Enhancement)
 1993-2010  Maryland (Director of Strength and Conditioning)
 1989-92       Maryland (assistant strength coach)
 1984-88        Maryland (intern with strength staff) 

boWL appearances: 10
nfL Draftees:  48  
notes: Following Galt's second 
year at Vanderbilt, seven 
scholarship seniors from the 
2012 squad eventually made 
their way to NFL camps. Two of 
the seven, Zac Stacy and Ryan 
Seymour, were selected in the 
NFL Draft. Five others, including 
Jordan Rodgers, Trey Wilson 
and Rob Lohr, signed as rookie 
free agents. 

 Galt Facts

 more on Coach Galt

Dwight and Janice Galt with daughters, Angie and Teri, and twin sons, Dwight IV 
and Tommy.

dWiGHT 
GalT

DIRECTOR OF PERFORMANCE
ENHANCEMENT
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addiTional CoaCHes

    Barry Gant Jr. enters his third year at 
Vanderbilt,  serving as assistant director to 
Dwight Galt.
    Gant came to Vanderbilt after serving as a 
strength intern at LSU during 2010, assisting 
Tiger football and baseball teams. He also 
worked with the 2005 University of Miami 
football squad.
    Gant completed most of his undergradu-
ate work in Southern California while playing 
collegiate baseball at Grossmont College and 
California Poly-Ponoma. He was drafted by the Yankees in 1995. 
    Gant received his bachelor's degree in 2004.
    Gant and the former Jennifer Browlow were married in May. They are 
the parents of an infant son, Barry Gant III.

    A former Commodore student-athlete, 
Chuck Losey enters his third year at 
Vanderbilt, serving as assistant director to 
Dwight Galt.
    Losey served as Tennessee State's Director 
of Speed, Strength and Conditioning for six 
years before taking the Vanderbilt post, 
coordinating conditioning for more than 300 
TSU student-athletes. Losey also trained two 
TSU players picked in the NFL Draft, including 
first-round pick Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie.
    Losey started 31 games at defensive end as a four-year letterwinner with 
the Commodores. He earned his bachelor's degree from Vanderbilt in 2002.
    Losey's wife, the former Lauren Price, is a former Vanderbilt track 
standout.

CHUCk loseY
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR,

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT

BarrY GanT Jr. 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT

    Derham Cato is in his third year as a 
Vanderbilt graduate assistant. After two 
seasons assisting the defense, he is now 
working with the offense. 
    Cato was a four-year letterwinner at 
Dartmouth College, starting three years at DT 
from 2002-04. In 2010, Cato coached tight ends 
at Dartmouth. Cato also played professionally,
with the Toronto Argonauts in 2007 and 
Nashville Kats in 2006.
     Cato earned a bachelor's in international 
relations from Dartmouth in 2005. He is working toward a masters in 
organizational leadership from the Peabody College. 
    Cato is married to the former Lauren Hornick.

    Anderson is starting his first season with the 
staff as a defensive graduate assistant.
    A former Presbyterian College linebacker, 
Anderson comes to James Franklin's staff after 
serving at defensive line coach at Reinhardt 
(Ga.) University. During the 2010-11 campaigns, 
he worked at Cumberland (Tenn.) University as 
linebacker coach and recruiting coordinator.
    Anderson's first coaching role came at E.C. 
Glass H.S. in Lynchburg, Va., where he 
mentored linebackers and tight ends in 2009.
      Anderson was a standout linebacker during his career at Presbyterian. 
He earned a bachelor's in psychology in 2009.
     Anderson is married to the former Ashley Cook.

rYan anderson
GRADUATE ASSISTANT, DEFENSE

derHam CaTo 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT, OFFENSE

    Chandler Henley enters his second year 
as a Vanderbilt offensive graduate assistant.
    Henley enjoyed an outstanding career as 
a four-year letterwinner at Yale University 
from 2003-07. He was an All-Ivy wide receiver 
and sole captain of Yale's 2006 Ivy League 
Championship team.
    Following his graduation, Henley pursued 
a career in sales for several years while 
working part time at NBC as an analyst for 
the Emmy-Award nominated Football Night 
in America.
    Henley earned a bachelor's in sociology from Yale in 2007. He is 
working towards a masters in higher education administration from the 
Peabody School at Vanderbilt.

    LaMar Morgan enters his second year as a 
Vanderbilt defensive graduate assistant. 
    Morgan enjoyed an outstanding playing 
career as a four-year letterwinner at 
La.-Lafayette from 2003, 2005-07, starting four 
years at safety. He was a two-time captain for 
the Ragin Cajuns, and was the team's Draddy 
Trophy semifinalist as a senior. 
     In 2011, Morgan coached the secondary 
at Joshua (Texas) H.S. He also has pro 
experience, having played in the Arena 
League in 2010.
     He earned a bachelor's from La.-Lafayette in 2007 and two master's 
degrees from Texas A&M-Commerce in 2011-12. He is working toward a 
master's in liberal arts and science from Vanderbilt's Peabody School.

lamar morGan
GRADUATE ASSISTANT, DEFENSE

CHandler HenleY 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT, OFFENSE
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    Kevin Colon enters 
his fourth year with 
administrative oversight 
of the football program.
    A veteran of the 
Vanderbilt Athletics 
Department, Colon 
serves as Associate 
Director of Athletics. 
Colon's responsibilities 
also include overseeing 
the Commodore baseball and women's bowling 
programs.
    In 2011 and 2013, Colon directed Vanderbilt's 
hosting of the NCAA baseball regionals and 
super regionals. He was the team's official 
NCAA liaison at the 2011 College World Series.
     A 16-year veteran of the department, Colon 
administered women's track and field, men's 
and women's cross country, women's 
swimming program and baseball prior to the 
2010-11 fiscal year when he was promoted to 
the current role.
    Colon came to Vanderbilt in 1998 to organize 
and direct the CHAMPS/Lifeskills program on 
campus. As CHAMPS/Lifeskills director, Colon 
directed student-athletes into an expanded 
role in giving back to Nashville area community 
efforts, focusing on mentoring local inner-city 
elementary school students and greater 
involvement in Nashville-based non-profits. 
More than a decade later, the program 
continues as the primary community outreach 
arm of Vanderbilt Athletics. 
    Prior to joining Vanderbilt, Colon served two 
years as Assistant Director of Student Services 
and academic advisor at Kansas State. 
    Colon earned an undergraduate degree in 
communications at Iowa State. He later earned 
a master's in higher education at Toledo.
    Colon and the former Terri Fortenberry were 
wed in December. He has a son, DuBois.

     Jemal Griffin enters his 
third year as Chief of Staff 
of the Vanderbilt football 
program. He is charged 
with managing the daily 
operation of the program.
     Griffin joined Coach 
James Franklin from the 
University of Maryland 
where they served 
together. Griffin served 
as operations director of the Terps' football team 
when Franklin held duties of assistant head coach 
and offensive coordinator.
     Griffin worked five years at Maryland, including 
the last three as operations 
director. He was responsible 
for the daily management of 
the Maryland football program, 
including team travel, budget 
management, team housing, 
fundraising and special events.
     Griffin served as Maryland's 
assistant recruiting coordinator 
in 2006-07. During that time, the 
Terps landed nine prep 
All-Americans and 31 others 
ranked among the nation's 
top 100 at their positions.
   Prior to joining Maryland, 
Griffin spent seven years on 

staff at Woodlawn H.S. in Baltimore. He started as 
a defensive coach in 1999, then was promoted in 
2000 to assistant head coach/offensive coordina-
tor. Griffin coached two prep All-Americans, as 
well as many all-state players at Woodlawn. The 
school earned two Maryland 4A north titles during 
his tenure.
     A native of Baltimore, Griffin earned his degree 
in management science from Coppin State. He 
was a four-year starter on the Coppin State 
baseball team, and was named to the MEAC 
All-Tournament team as a senior.
     Griffin and his wife, Carla, are the parents of 
two boys, Brandon and Joshua, and a daughter, 
Billie Grace.

keVin Colon
ASSOCIATE DIR. OF ATHLETICS 

Jemal GriFFin
FOOTBALL CHIEF OF STAFF

FooTBall adminisTraTors

Jemal Griffin and his wife Carla with their boys, Brandon and Joshua, and 
daughter, Billie Grace.

    Kevin Threlkel enters 
his third year with the 
Commodore football 
program. A native of 
Hays, Kansas, Threlkel, 
serves as Assistant 
Director of Football 
Operations.
    The relationship 
between Threlkel and 
Franklin dates back to 
Franklin's stints at Kansas State and the 
University of Maryland.
    As a Kansas State undergrad, Threlkel tutored 
under Franklin as an offensive and recruiting aide. 
He also assisted with the Ahearn Fund, Kansas 
State's development organization.
    Then, after completing a master's degree in 
2009, Threlkel moved to the University of 
Maryland as an intern for football operations 
when Franklin was the Terps' assistant head 
coach/offensive coordinator.
    Threlkel completed a bachelor's in business 
management from Kansas State in 2007.

keVin THrelkel
ASSISTANT DIR. OF OPERATIONS

Kevin Colon and his wife, Terri

     Michael Hazel enters 
his third year with Coach 
James Franklin in the 
position of Director of 
Football Operations.
    Previously, he served six 
years as Assistant Director 
of Football Operations 
during the tenure of Head 
Coach Bobby Johnson, and 
one season as Director of 
Operations under Robbie Caldwell.
    Hazel also worked one year previously as a 
Vanderbilt defensive graduate assistant. 
    Hazel was a four-year letterwinner for Elon (N.C.) 
University, playing linebacker and contributing on 
special teams. During his career, Hazel helped Elon to 
a 28-16 record as the program transitioned to the I-AA 
level. The product of Easley, S.C. was an eight-time 
member of the Elon Athletic Director's Honor Roll.  
     In 2001, he earned a bachelor's in corporate 
communications from Elon. In 2004, he earned an 
MBA from Elon. Hazel completed a master's at 
Vanderbilt in 2007. 

miCHael Hazel
DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS
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  Tom Bossung enters his 15th year as head 
athletic trainer for the team and director of the 
department's athletic training program.
   Bossung enters his 19th year assisting Vanderbilt 
athletes. He came to campus as a graduate 
assistant in 1990, earning a master’s in health 
promotion and exercise science in 1992.
   After working a year at the Lipscomb Sports 
Therapy Center and serving two years as head 
athletic trainer at Tennessee State, he returned to 
Vanderbilt in 1995 to work with the men’s basketball 
team. He moved to the football post in 1999. 
   Bossung, who received his bachelor’s from Indiana State, is certified by 
the National Athletic Trainers Association, and licensed by the Tenn. Board 
of Medical Examiners. He was the president of the SEC Sports Medicine 
Committee from 2006-08. 
   Tom and his wife, Dee Dee, have two children: Ryan, 20; and Sarah, 16.

FooTBall adminisTraTors, keY sTaFF

addiTional FooTBall sTaFF

Tom BossUnG
HEAD ATHLETIC TRAINER

    Andy Frank is in his third year as Player 
Personnel Coordinator with the Commodores. 
    This marks Frank's eighth year working with the 
Vanderbilt football program.
    He has served in several capacities with the 
program, including assistant director of operations 
in 2010 and assistant recruiting coordinator in 2009. 
     Frank also was a Vanderbilt graduate assistant 
from 2005 to 2007, and quality control staffer in 2008.
     Prior to joining the Vanderbilt staff, Frank
worked as a defensive assistant coach at Lincoln 
H.S. in Michigan. 
    Frank was a defensive back and special teams player at Princeton 
University, earning a bachelor's in engineering in 2001. He worked in the 
engineering profession for four years while also coaching in the Michigan 
prep ranks. In 2007, Frank earned a master's in education from the 
Peabody School at Vanderbilt.

andY Frank
PLAyER PERSONNEL COORDINATOR
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