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During the 2004 regular season, Vanderbilt swept a series against
Mississippi State for the first time. It was one of three conference
whitewashes and one of five series’ wins in all.

His efforts earned him the 2004 Vanderbilt Coach of the Year award
and a nomination for the Nashville Sports Council's Sports Person of
the Year. Plus, a school-record five players were named to the SEC
All-Tournament team, five players were drafted on the first day and
seven VU players in all were chosen in the Major League Baseball
Draft, topped by No. 6 overall pick pitcher Jeremy Sowers.

His first Vanderbilt team finished 27-28 overall and 14-16 in the
SEC, good enough for second in the Eastern Division. It earned
a conference tournament berth with a season-ending sweep of
Tennessee capped by a dramatic ninth-inning rally in the finale. The
overall and conference victory totals were the most by a first-year
Vanderbilt coach and were made more impressive by the fact that the
Commodores were 12-5 in one-run games.

That squad set then school records for fielding percentage (.972),
fewest errors in a season (60), most saves in a season (15) and
fewest walks allowed in a season (168) -- all of which were bettered
in 2004. The team notched series victories over nationally-ranked
conference foes LSU, Auburn and Florida, each of which was ranked
among the top 15 at the time.

Plus, on May 6, 2003, Vanderbilt recorded the first perfect game in
school history, which was a collective effort instead of the product of
one dominant player on the mound. Four different pitchers contributed
to the 4-0 victory over Western Kentucky University.

Corbin came to Vanderbilt following nine seasons as an assistant
coach at baseball power Clemson.
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Khalil Green, INF Chicago (NL) 14th Round
Steve Reba, RHP Oakland 16th Round
Nick Glaser, RHP Philadelphia 35th Round
Ryan Riley, INF Tampa Bay Free Agent
2000 Draft

Patrick Boyd, OF Texas Fourth Round
Ryan Mottl, RHP Cincinnati Sixth Round
Scott Berney, RHP Colorado 18th Round
Henri Stanley, OF Houston Free Agent
Mike Calitri, INF Cincinnati Free Agent
Justin Singleton, OF Toronto Free Agent
1999 Draft

Mike Paradis, RHP Baltimore First (13th Overall)
Chris Heck, LHP retired Fifth Round
Brian Adams, LHP Boston 11th Round
Doug Roper, INF retired 26th Round
Ryan Mottl, RHP Texas 27th Round
Kurt Bultmann, INF retired 34th Round
1998 Draft

Matt Padgett, OF Florida Fifth Round
Matt White, LHP Cleveland 15th Round
Scott Clackum, RHP retired Free Agent
1997 Draft

Matthew LeCroy, C Minnesota First (50th Overall)
Gary Burnham, OF Philadelphia 22nd Round
1996 Draft

Kris Benson, RHP Pittsburgh First (First Overall)
Billy Koch, RHP Toronto First (Fourth Overall)
David Shepard, RHP Independent Third Round
Ken Vining, LHP Chicago (AL) Fourth Round
Brian Matz, LHP Montreal Eighth Round
Paul Galloway, INF retired 12th Round
Doug Livingston, INF Independent 18th Round




ing the outfield in junior college, developed into the top closer in the country
in 2007 with 10 wins in relief.

Cody Crowell, Ty Davis, Tyler Rhoden and Stephen Shao also were
drafted and signed, further elevating Johnson’s reputation of developing
pitchers and honing their skills during their collegiate careers.

Southpaw Mike Minor (9-1, 3.09 ERA) was a first-team Freshman All-
American (Baseball America, Collegiate Baseball) and was named the
Southeastern Conference Freshman of the Year by SEBaseball.com. He
also developed into the ace of the USA Baseball National Team over the
summer is one of the top returning pitchers in the country.

Johnson’s 2006 staff led the SEC in strikeouts with 574 in 65 games, an
average of nearly nine a game. Also in 2006, nine of his pitchers combined to
record a school record scoreless innings streak of 38.2 innings over a span
of five games in March.

Two pitchers, Matt Buschmann and Greg Moviel were drafted and signed
off of that team giving Johnson a total of 14 of his guys signed into the pro-
fessional ranks in six years.

Going into his seventh season, Johnson has developed the Commodores
pitching staff from one that had a 6.45 ERA in 2001, into one that has con-
sistently been around the 3.5 mark, including a low 3.34 in 2004.

The 2004 ERA was second best in school history, while all four regular
starters finished with ERAs below 3.50. That VU staff struck out a then
school-record 518 batters and had 17 saves led by Ryan Rote’s school-
record 11. Jeremy Sowers became the third Commodores’ pitcher ever to
win at least 10 games in a single season.

Johnson’s efforts earned him the 2004 Collegiate Baseball’s National
College Pitching Coach of the Year sponsored by JC Video but were nothing
out of the ordinary in what quickly has become a distinguished career, which
has included stints in the collegiate and summer league ranks.

In 2003 Vanderbilt’s Jensen Lewis earned Freshman All-America hon-
ors and extended to five the number of consecutive years a player under

























