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vanderbilt
Vanderbilt offers degrees in 
liberal arts and science, 
education, engineering, music, 
law, management, divinity, 
nursing  and medicine through its 
10 schools.

Educational Opportunity

In 2007-08, 53% of 6,500 Vanderbilt 
undergraduates were females.

The retention rate of Vanderbilt 
freshmen is 96%, among the 
highest of any university in the U.S.

Student Facts

Nearly 90% of  our 
undergraduates – and all 
freshmen – live on campus. 

Thirty-one residence halls 
and apartments, including 
the highly acclaimed and 
newly opened Commons, are 
undergrad housing options.On
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Among the United States’ 
national universities

Among all universities located in 
the Southeastern U.S.

Best value among America’s 
national universities

Rank for the Peabody College 
Graduate School of Education

Vanderbilt’s research-oriented 
School of Medicine

Rank for the Vanderbilt Law 
School 

19 
Where Vanderbilt Ranks...

2 
14 

2

15 
16 

“America’s Best Colleges 2008”
U.S. News & World Report
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Our academic 
reputation is 
greatly 
enhanced by 
the favorable 

student-faculty 
ratio of 9:1,  providing 
students a highly person-
alized and interactive 

The average 
Vanderbilt 
class features 
just 19 
students, 

adding to a remarkable 
personalized learning 

19

9

university

Vanderbilt “blends tradition with 
the concerns of today’s world in an 
educational package that’s one of 
the finest in the South...HHHH”

The Fiske Report

H	Vanderbilt is listed on the following 
“Best of Lists” by Princeton Review: 
Best Colleges List, Best in the 
Southeast, Best Value College and 
College with a Conscience.

H	The Vanderbilt Medical Center and 
School of Medicine, which boasts 
two Nobel Laureates among its 
faculty, consistently ranks among 
the nation’s elite. The Monroe 
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital is fast 
becoming one of the nation’s best.

H	The School of Education at 
Vanderbilt’s Peabody College ranks 
as one of the top in America.



In 2007, the Vanderbilt 
football, men’s and 
women’s basketball, 
and baseball teams met 
the NCAA’s Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) 
guidelines.

Vanderbilt 
Facts
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“We believe in a well-rounded experience for 
our student-athletes that includes academics, 
athletics, community involvement, and a 
college social life. It will make them better 
in all areas. At Vanderbilt, while we strive to 
win, we define winning very broadly.”

Vice Chancellor for University Affairs
and Student Athletics 
David Williams II

Vanderbilt	 91%
Florida	 72%
South Carolina	 68%
Ole Miss	 64%
Auburn	 59%
Kentucky	  59%
Mississippi State 	 59%
Arkansas	 53%
Tennessee	 52%
LSU	 51%
Alabama	 49%
Georgia	 41%
Most recent NCAA graduation success 

rate for football student-athlete 
enrollment of member institutions.

SEC Graduation 
Success Rates

vanderbilt
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	 Vanderbilt is a national leader in 
graduation rates among its student-
athlete population. In 2006, Vanderbilt 
tied for third nationally. In 1997 and 
2007, the Vanderbilt football program 
topped all NCAA members.

	 For nearly two decades, the College 
Football Coaches Association has 
recognized Vanderbilt for graduating 
at least 70 percent of its players.

	 Vanderbilt student-athletes are 
supported by an eight-person 
professional staff of advisors and 
counselors directed by Elizabeth 
Wright in the Stratton-Foster 
Academic Center, located in McGugin 
Center. The recently expanded facility 
contains tutorial rooms, a computer 
lab, quiet reading zones, and private 
study areas.

Vanderbilt ranking in SEC graduation 
rate category

Number of Vanderbilt football 
players named to the 2007 All-SEC 
Academic Honor Roll 

Success percentage of Commodore 
football players to graduate (latest 
NCAA figures)

Vanderbilt student-athletes named to 
the spring 2008 Dean’s List

Vanderbilt student-athletes that 
achieved 3.0 or higher GPA in the 
spring of 2008

Combined GPA of Vanderbilt student-
athletes in 2007-08 school year

1
26
91

102
212

Athletic Achievers

3.1

university
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Ninety-five percent of classes 
at Vanderbilt enroll under 50 
students.
Eighty percent of undergrad 
classes contain fewer than 		
25 students.

University Facts
Captains of high school athletic 
teams

Students who graduated either 
1st or 2nd in their class

National Merit Scholars

Editors-in-chief of high school
newpapers

Student body presidents

States of residence

Foreign countries of residence

   Class is comprised of 1,652 students

451
2008-09 Freshmen Class

171
103

96
48
46
34

H	Admission to Vanderbilt is highly 
competitive. Of all applicants in most 
recent freshmen class, 34% were 
granted admission.

H	Vanderbilt boasts the 4th highest 
percentage of black students among 
top national universities.

University Facts

vanderbilt
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Through an array of programs 
coordinated by the CHAMPS/Life Skills 
office, many Commodore athletes 
find ways to reach out to the local 
community. The activities include 
tutoring and mentoring disadvantaged 
youngsters at local schools and 
community centers, encouraging 
young patients at the Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children’s Hospital on campus,  
participating in renovation work in 
the area, and hosting a holiday party 
for neighboring elementary school 
students. 

CHAMPS/Life Skills:
H Academic Excellence	
H Athletic Excellence
H Leadership	
H Community Service
H Career Development	
H Personal Development

Well-Rounded
Student-Athletes

Our 300-acre 
campus was 
designated a national 
arboretum in 1988. 
Pre-game walks 
through the original 
campus or around 
neighboring Peabody 
College are among 
the South’s most 
scenic campus strolls.Ca
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